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AMEUlCdjy  COLOXIZATIOJV  SOCIETY, 

«  AT    THDIR 

SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


Thk  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Institution  was  held  in  the  Hall 
of  ike  House  of  Representatives,  on  Monday  evening,  the  2()th 
of  January,  at  (\  o'clock.  A  very  large  and  crowded  assembly  of 
our  citizens,  and  of  distinguished  strangers  from  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  convened  at  an  early  hour,  when  the  Hon. 
C.  F.  Mkrckr,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  was  called  to  the 
Chair.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Cornelius,  the  names  of 
the  following  gentlemen  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  as  Dele- 
gates from  the  various  Auxiliary  Societies  throughout  the  Union: 
From,  the  Albemarle  Society,  Va. 
Hon,  Wm,  C,  Rives,  John  H.  Craven,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  of  Buckinf^ham  co.  Va. 
Hon.  Wm.  S.  Archer. 
From  the  State  Society  of  Maryland. 
Gen.  S.  Smith,  Hon.  B.  C.  Howard. 

From  the  State  Society  of  Massachusetts. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett. 

From  the   State  Society  of  New  Hampshire. 
Hon.  Samuel   15ell. 

From  the  Society  of  New  Vork. 
Hon.  Krabtus  Root,  Hon.  G.  H.  Barstow, 

G.  C.  Verplaiick,  N.  Pitcher, 

G.  Y.  Lansing,  A.  Ward, 

J.  A.  Collier,  J.  W.  Taylor. 

S.  Beardsley, 

From  the  State  Society  of  Ktntncky. 
Hon.  H.  Clay,  R.  S.  Finley,  Esci- 

Thos.  A.  Marshall. 
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l-Tomthe  Stale  Suiieli/ of    \  cnnonl. 
Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss,        lloii.  Heman  Allen- 
Frum  the  New  Yuik  City  Society. 
Ira  B.  Uuderhill,  Esq. 

Frotn  the   U't>rctA7tr  County  Society.  Mass. 
llou.  Joseph  G.  Kendall,   George  A.  Tufts,   Esq. 

From  the  Ohio  State  Society. 
Hon.  Wm.  Russel,  Hon.  Thomas  Corwiu. 

From  the  Society  of  Sleuheiiville,   Ohio. 
Hon.  Hum])lney  H.  Lcuvitt. 

From  the  Society  of  Cauficld,   Trumbull  Co.  Ohio. 

Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  (its  President.) 

Drom  the  Society  of  Franklin  Co.  Mans. 

Hon.  George  Grennell. 

From  the  Crawford  Society,  Pcnn. 

Hon.  .John  Banks. 

From  the  Hanorcr  Co.  Society,  \'a. 
George  Nelson,  Esq. 
From  the  Society  of  Washington  City. 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Estj.  Col.  Samuel  Birch, 
Dr.  Thomas  Sewall,  Josiah  F.  Polk,  Esq. 

Thomas  H.  Gilliss,  Esq. 

From  the  Aeivark  Society. 
Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 
From  the  Georgetown  Society,  D.  C. 
Gideon  Davis,  Esq.  John  Litle,   Esq. 

Arthur  Shaaft",  Esq. 

From  the  Aliiandria  Society. 
Rev.  S.  CorneliuS;  Hugh  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  E.  Harrison, 
The   following   resolutions  were    then   oft'ered,   and   adopted 
by  the  Society. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.   Hammct, 

Resolved,  That  the  report  just  read  be  adopted,  and  that  20,000  copies  be  printed 
under  the  direotioii  of  the  Maiia^i-rs. 

In  other  places,  said  Mr.  H.  and  other  circumstances,  I  should  regard 
it  as  my  imperious  duty  to  support,  by  what  may  be  called  arg-iiment,  the 
able,  the  powerful,  and  I  will  venture  to  add,  tlie  highly  satisfactory  report 
to  which  we  have  just  listened:  but  here,  sir,  in  this  Hall,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  thronged  and  brilliant  assembly  that  now  surrounds  me,  I 
feel  that  this  would  be  entirely  unnecessary:  especially,  as  I  know,  that 
there  are  those  to  follow  me,  from  whom  the  meeting  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect much  more  than  from   mjself. 

There  is,  however,  Mr.  President,  in  the  report,  one  particular  which 
my  sense  of  duly  will  not  permit  me  to  pass  over  in  silence.  It  is  there 
suted,  sir,  and  I  confess  tliat  1  heard  it  with  mingled  feelings  of  surprise 
and  regret,  that  this  Society  still  has  to  contend  with  a  persevering  and 
untiring  opposition  from  some  quarters.     Opposition  still  to  such  a  cause 


a»  this'  Sir,  I  h.id  hoped  that  thiitdny  hud  well  nij^li  psissed  by;  ftnd  th»t 
the  success  wliich  li:«s  aliL-idy  crowned  tho  ortorl!*  of  this  Society,  had 
left  no  lonjjcT  dinihtfiil  thi-  hintvoloncc  ol'thc  scheme,  or  the  practica- 
bihty  of  carryin{^  it  into  full  cOtct.  F.et  this  Society  fall,  sir;  take  from 
tis  the  hope  of  relief  which  it  holds  out,  and,  like  the  iniscrnhic  patient 
who  hears  from  his  physician  that  the  last  expedient  has  failed,  you  leave 
us  not  1» in R- to  reflect,  upon  but  the  sullen  j^looni  of  despair.  The  evil 
which  this  Society  proposes  to  remedy.  Ins  ainady  spread  to  a  fearful 
extent,  and  is  becoming-  more  and  more  alarming-  every  day.  'Iliat  class 
of  the  community  to  whom  it  allords  succour,  though  nominally  free,  can, 
in  fact,  never  be  so  in  this  country.  A  gloom  hangs  over  them  through 
which  they  can  never  hope  to  pcnet.ate,  and  they  groan  under  a  weight 
of  prejudice  from  which  they  can  never  expect  to  rise-  The  conse- 
quence is  that  intellectual  eflurt  is  paralyzed,  and  morals  amongst  them 
are  prostrated.  Find  them  where  you  may,  whether  in  I'iiiludelphia, 
Cincinnati,  Uichmoiul,  or  Charleston — in  a  free  or  in  a  slave  holding 
state,  you  find  tiiem,  witli  very  few  exceptions,  the  same  degraded 
race.  No  individual  eifort.  no  system  of  legislation,  can  in  this 
this  country  redeem  them  from  this  condition,  nor  raise  them  to  the  level 
of  the  while  man,  nor  secure  to  them  the  privileges  of  freemen.  It  i.s 
utterly  vain  to  e.\pect  it.  And,  sir,  to  procure  for  them  what  they  can- 
not have  here,  and  what  the  history  of  this  enterprise  has  proven,  can  be 
secured  to  them  elsewhere,  is  the  object  contemplated  by  this  associa- 
tion; remembering  alsvajs  that  in  proportion  as  we  benefit  them,  we 
benefit  ourselves.     Now,    sir,  1  ask  you,  is   it  not   amazing  that  such  an 

enterprise  sliovild  meet  with  opposition  from  any   lover  of  his  country 

from  any  lover  of  freedom.^ 

Uut,  tliunk  Heaven,  sir,  the  opposition  is  feeble,  in  comparison  with 
the  encouragement  and  support  whicli  the  Society  meets  with.  In  al- 
most every  state  of  this  Union,  the  great  body  of  the  people  are  awak- 
ing to  a  sense  of  the    vast   importance  of  this  undertaking.     The  ablest 

statesmen  and    politicians    are  espousing   and  advocating  its  interests 

state  societies  and  neighbourliood  societies,  designed  to  co  operate  with 
this  are  rapi>lly  muUiplx  ing.  'I  he  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  slates 
have  pronounced  favorably  upon  its  plans  and  its  proceedings;  many  of 
them  contributing  largely  to  its  pecuniary  resources — and,  sir,  tiie  wliole 
religious  comnninity  of  this  widely  exlended  republic,  have  dechired 
it  worthy  tiieir  confidence,  and  have  resolved  in  their  solemn  assemblies 
to  give  to  it  their  support. 

Take  for  example,  said  .Mr.  H.    the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church the 

Church  to  which  I  have  the  hap])iness  to  belong.  At  her  General  (Jon- 
ference  (the  highest  assembly  of  that  Church)  which  met  in  Philadel- 
phia in  May  last,  a  resolution  was  adopted;  and,  I  believe  unanimouslv, 
recommending  this  Society  to  the  patronage  of  the  people  of  that  com- 
munion. Sir,  1  kniiw  1  am  correct  when  I  say,  that  this  w/iok  denomina- 
tion, numbering  in  the  U.  States,  neatly  aix /ttirn/rtr/ l/inufiaiid  (600,000) 
communirunlx,  and  not  much  short  o\'  ten  llioimaud  .Ministers  of  difl'erent 
grades,  unitedly  approve  the  objects  of  this  Society.  All  the  other 
leading  denominations  of  the  country,  sir,  do  the  same.  In  this,  we  all 
agree.  The  peculiarities  of  creed,  of  sect,  ami  of  party,  are  here  for- 
gotten, or  lost  in  the  glories  of  one  common  philanthropy.  With  such 
a  general — almost  unanimous  testimonial  of  the  .-ifiprobation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  with  the  blessing  of  .\lmiglity  God  attending  its  exertions,  there 
can  be  litile  room  left  to  doul)!,  that  the  .\merican  Colonization  Society 
will  continue  to  rise  and  flourish,  and  ultimately  accomplish  the  glori- 
ous undertaking  in  which  it  haserigaged. 

Turn  your  eyes,  sir,  to  the  Colony  itself,  and  the  prospect  is  equaJIv 
encouraging  .ind   cheering.      We    there  behold  a  class  of  beings  who,  a't 
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home  uinontpit  us,  couKl  scurcely  be  cuiitioUed  by  law,  or  elevated  by  rc- 
lig-lon,  suddenly  springing-  into  honorable  notice;  cultivating-  among 
themselves  all  the  arts  of  civili/ed  lite,  and  securinjj  to  their  families  all 
the  blessings  of  wcll-onlered  society.  Every  day's  intelligence  only  re- 
iterates what  we  have  heard  from  the  beginning — that  peace,  harmony, 
and  contentment  are  abounding.  What  colonist  has  ever  complained, 
that  protection  and  security  were  not  guarantied  to  him  there'  And 
what  American  Captain  has,  at  any  time,  come  back  to  tell  us,  that  tran- 
tjuillity  and  happiness  are  not  enjoyed  there'  Schools  are  established, 
churches  are  erected,  the  mechani;:  arts  are  cultivated,  agriculture  is 
promoted,  and  commerce  even  with  foreign  nations  has  already  been  em- 
barked in;  and  by  whom,  sir?  Uy  ;i  class  of  beings  who,  while  liere,  hung 
as  a  dead  weight  upon  the  skirts  of  the  countr)-.  Sir,  with  the  sublimity 
and  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  and  prospect  before  us,  calculation  itself 
can  hardly  keep  pace. 

I  behold  in  the  Colony,  at  Liberia,  the  germ  of  an  empire  that  may  one 
day  rival  our  own.  The  genius  of  liberty  shall  go  out  from  thence;  the 
dominion  of  freeiiom  shall  be  extended;  tiibe  after  tribe  shall  send  in  its 
;idhesion,  until  the  entire  of  long  neglected — long  injured  Africa — no 
longer  pillaged  and  plundered  of  her  cliildrcn,  shall  be  crow-ned  with  all 
the  blessings  of  civil  liberty.  .And  by  the  advancement  of  this  cause 
shall  commerce  be  advanced.  The  hidden  treasures  of  anollier  conti- 
nent shall  be  developed  and  borne  upon  many  a  sea.  Our  country  shall 
derive  from  it  an  e.xtensive  and  jjrofitahle  trade.  Our  sons  shall  go  out 
the  supercargoes  of  richly  laden  vessels;  ami,  it  is  not  visionary  to  be- 
lieve that,  at  no  distant  ilay,  we  shall  see  it  announced,  that  another  line 
of  packet  ships  is  established,  to  trade  betw-een    New  York  and  NTonrovia. 

i'he  Christian,  too,  has  here  much  to  animate  his  hopes,  and  stimu- 
late his  zeal.  An  immense  field,  "already  white  to  the  harvest,"  opens 
before  him.  The  missionary  of  the  cross  shall  enter  there,  bearing  to 
perishing  thousands  the  "Hread  of  Life."  Africa  will  receive  him  — 
Churches  will  be  reared;  presses  will  be  established;  the  scriptures  will 
be  circulated;  and  the  darkness  of  ages,  retiring  like  the  shades  of  the 
night  at  the  approach  of  the  morning  sun,  siiall  be  finally  scattered  by 
the  efTulgent  bhi/.e  of  truth  divine.  Ves,  sir,  superstition  siiall  be  brok- 
en down,  false  pliilosophy  shall  be  confounded,  heathen  oracles  shall  be 
struck  dumb; — "The  altar  and  the  god  shall  sink  together  to  the  dust" 
— and  Africa  shall  come  fortii  "redeemed,  regenerated,  and  disenthrall- 
ed."    And  may  Heaven  hasten  the  time! 

I  have  done,  sir.  I  am  afraid  [  have  trespassed  on  the  time  of  the 
meeting;  but  in  justice  to  those  who  have  invited  me  to  this  service,  and 
in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  I  could  not  have  said  less.  I  close,  sir, 
by  declaring,  tliat,  in  whatever  sphere  it  may  be  my  lot  to  move,  I  shall 
feel  it  to  be  a  sacred  duty  whicli  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  to  the  cause 
of  humanity,  steadily  and  constantly  to  advancethe  principles  and  interests 
of  this  Society. 

On  motion  by  Hon.  T.  Corwin,  seconded  by  Hon.  J.  Holmes, 

Renolced,  That  the  titaiiks  of  this  mi-ctiii'^  be  iirosonted  to  the  several  Auxiliary 
Societies,  for  the  etiicicnt  aid  atlordedby  ihein  during  the  past  year,  ami  tluit  tliev 
be  requested  to  continue  their  etTorts  with  increased  enersiy,  in  behalf  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  Institution. 

It  was  not  until  this  last  half  hour,  that  I  knew  I  was  delegated  to  re- 
present, with  my  colleague,  Mr.  liussel,  the  State  Colonization  Society 
of  Ohio,  at  this  meeting.  Thus  authorized,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  avail  myself  of  tliis  occasion,  to  represent  here,  in  a  few  words,  the 
somewhat  peculiar  feelings  of  the  Western  country  towards  this  So- 
ciety. 

In  the  resolution  which  1  have  offered,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  sentiment 
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expressc<l,  w  liich  does  not  i!i:illLi)<;e  at  oiicc  llic  ajjijiobalion  of  all  {<> 
whom  1  address  it.  I  belie  vo,  witii  fi  w  and  inconsiderable  exceptions, 
tliis  Society  lias  hitherto  relied  for  the  accomplishinent  of  the  great  ends 
of  its  foundation,  upon  individual  munificence,  or  such  contributions  as 
liave  been  broutrht  into  the  treasury  by  the  subordinate  Societies.  That 
the  single  sentiment  of  justice  towards  a  despised  and  degraded  caste, 
should  have  brought  into  active  and  combined  effort,  such  an  immense 
number  of  individuals,  is  a  spectacle  of  whicli  this  age  may  justly  boast. 
It  deserves  to  rank  first  amongst  the  great  moral  phenomena,  of  which 
our  times  have  been  so  sing-ularly  fruitful. 

Whilst,  however,  a  noble  desire  to  extend  justice  to  the  free  black 
population  of  this  country,  is  known  to  have  contributed  most  powerful- 
ly in  advancing  the  objects  of  this  Society,  it  must  be  obvious  that  some- 
thing of  selfishness  on  our  part  has  also  had  its  share  in  the  work  of  col- 
onization. A  strong  conviction  every  where  prevails,  that  the  removal 
from  amongst  us,  of  this  class,  if  not  necessary  to  our  internal  tranquillity, 
as  a  nation,  is  at  least  indispensable  to  the  perfection  of  our  social  and 
political  systems. 

The  evils  resulting  from  the  existence  of  the  free  black  people,  in  that 
portion  of  our  common  country  where  negro  slavery  prevails,  have  been 
too  long  and  too  generally  deplored,  now  to  be  doubted  by  any.  13ut, 
Mr.  President,  it  is,  I  think,  a  very  strange  and  too  common  a  mistake, 
to  suppose  that  this  e\il  is  confined  alone  to  the  slave-holding  States 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  the  great  and  growing  non  slave-holding  States 
of  the  West,  look  with  the  most  intense  interest  to  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Society,  chiefly  for  the  reason,  that,  through  its  prosperous 
prosecution  of  the  objects  it  was  founded  to  accomplish,  they  yet  hope 
to  rid  themselves  of  tliis  anomalous  population,  wliose  existence  amongst 
them,  they  justly  consider  the  only  evil  to  which  their  condition,  as 
members  of  the  confederacy,  subjects  them. 

That  I  may  illustrate  what  1  have  asserted  in  relation  to  the  State  I  rep- 
resent, I  hope  1  may  be  pardoned  a  brief  reference  to  her  jurisprudence 
as  connected  with  this  subject. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  territory  north-west  of  tiie  Ohio  river  was  organ- 
ized, comprehending  within  its  limits  the  country  now  occupied  by  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  I5y  that  celebrated  ordinance,  so 
often  the  subject  of  just  eulogium  in  this  Hall,  it  was  provided  that  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  ever  should  exist  within  the  limits  of  this 
territory,  while  it  continued  in  that  grade  of  government;  nor  in  the 
States  thereafter  to  be  formed  out  of  it.  Thus  the  emigrant  to  the 
West  was  led  to  cherisii  a  hope,  that  in  his  new  situation  he  would  be 
forever  relieved,  not  only  from  the  positive,  but  also  from  all  the 
incidental  mischiefs  of  negro  slavery.  Determined  to  effect  this 
object,  and  to  have  within  her  limits  no  human  being,  to  whom 
she  might  not  extend  the  same  civil  rights,  which  she  would  ac- 
cord to  any  other  citizen,  Ohio,  in  all  her  legislation,  has  been  studious 
to  exclude  the  free  black  man  from  lier  borders. 

In  conformity  to  this  policy,  our  Constitution,  while  it  gives  the  gene- 
ral right  of  suffrage  to  all  white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  qualified  only  by  a  sliort  residence,  and  the  payment  of  a 
tax,  withholds  from  the  black  man,  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  this 
sword  and  shield  of  freedom. 

These  austere  restrictions,  quite  incompatible  with  the  broad  declara- 
tion of  natural  equality,  thickly  scattered  throughout  that  instrument, 
were  wisely  deemed  necessary  to  forbid  the  settlement  of  free  blacks 
within  our  territorial  limits.  Following  close  upon  the  heels  of  these 
fundamental  laws,  very  early  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  state,  laws 
were  enacted,  providing  that  black  emigrants,  Ix^fnre  they  were  permit- 
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Uil  lo  rciimui  aa  hour  on  ll«c  soil  of  Oliio,  should  give  bond  wilii  appiov  <- J 
resident  security,  that  tic  or  she  should  not  become  charpeable  as  u  paupe; . 
On  failure  to  do  this,  it  was  made  the  liiity  of  certain  otiicers,  under  heavy 
penalties,  to  remove  such  person  to  his  or  her  last  place  of  resideirt.e. 
Famine  also  was  invoked  to  aid  legal  exaction  in  ellectinp  its  purpo- 
ses. Severe  penalties  were  imposed  upon  all  who  should  employ  in 
their  service,  any  one  who  had  not  complied  with  the  provisions  of"  the 
law,  in  regard  to  settlement. 

Sir,  I  beg  you  to  in.i.  iw  what  has  followed.  Such  was  tlie  miserable 
condition  of"  this  caste  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  that  they  braved  all 
the  terrors  of  our  laws,  risked  removal,  starvation  and  disfranchisement; 
came  to,  and  in  despite  of  the  law,  remained  in  Ohio.  I  say  in  despite  of 
the  law,  for.  Sir,  the  law  could  not  be  enforced.  AUhough  I  recognize 
in  all  our  legislation  on  this  subject,  a  pateinal  regard  for  the  internal 
quietude  am.!  prosperity  of  the  people,  I  mention  it  as  a  fact  honourable 
to  the  character  of  o»ir  population,  that,  when  put  to  the  test,  the  law, 
in  all  its  severity,  v.ns  seldom  carried  into  eflect.  In  almost  every  in- 
stance where  the  courts  and  juries  of  the  country  were  called  upon  to 
put  the  law  in  force,  a  powerful  sympathy  for  the  distressed  individual, 
overruled  the  less  exigent  considerations  of  public  policy.  In  this  in- 
stance we  attempted  to  exact  from  the  law,  w  hat  no  law  is  competent  to 
perform.  Me  put  the  power  of  the  law  \f\  competition  with  a  power 
above  all  law — il;e  education,  habits,  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people. 

After  this  struggle  of  nearly  twenty  years,  between  ob\ious  pul)lic  du- 
ty, and  the  counteracting  and  more  powerful  influence  of  a  pervading 
and  irrepressible  public  benevolence,  we  have  found  ourselves,  at  the 
census  of  1830,  with  nearly  ten  thousand  free  blacks  in  Ohio.  Very 
like,  if  not  identically  the  same,  is  the  condition  of  our  sister  State — In- 
diana. I  think.  Sir,  that  no  one  present,  with  these  facts  before  him,  will 
believe  that  I  mistake  public  opinion,  when  I  assert  that  the  noii-slave- 
holding  States  of  the  West  have  a  deep  and  enduring  interest  in  the  issue 
of)  our  labours  Whilst  I  mention  the  local,  and,  as  we  fondly  hope,  tem- 
porary causes  which  operate  in  Ohio  to  bring  to  your  aid  a  hearty  co- 
operation, 1  feel  that  I  should  do  great  injustice  to  those  I  represent, 
were  I  to  confine  their  motives  within  a  circle  so  selfish  and  contacted. 
1  know,  Sir,  that  with  them,  an  ardent  and  sublimated  benevolence;  u 
deep  and  strong  religious  enthusiasm  j)oint  to  this  Society  as  furnishing 
the  only  hope  of  the  regenei-atiun  of  despoiled  and  benighted  Africa  — 
They  hope,  by  planting  there  the  laws,  literature,  religion  and  institu- 
tions of  enlightened  (Jhristendom,  to  make  a  late,  long  delayed,  though 
still  glorious  atonement  for  ages  of  unmerited  wrongs.  NVhilst,  there- 
fore, Mr.  President,  I  have  read  with  delight  cf  the  rivers  of  charity 
which,  from  other  quarters,  are  flowing  in  upon  us,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  assure  you  that  our  rivulet  of  contributicns  will  not  fad.  Small  though 
it  be,  it  has  a  deep  and  swelling  fount;iiu  in  tiic  opinions,  inter- 
ests  and  institutions  of  Ohio;  a  fountain  which  will  iKvt-r  be  dried  up, 
unless,  unhappily,  by  the  extinction  of  this  Society,  the  channel  shall 
be  choaked  up,  in  which  alone  its  waters  may  flow. 

Mr.  HoL.M^.^^,  Scuatorfrom  Maine,  avowed  a  great  change  in  bis 
opinions,  in  regard  to  the  Society.  He  had  ever  believed  tlic  desig-n  of  the 
Society  benevolent;  but  had  long  doubtetl  whether  its  experiment  would 
prove  successful.  But,  liie  remarkable  manner  in  which  the  hopes  of 
the  founders  of  the  Society  had  thus  far  been  realized,  had  induced 
him  to  look  closely  at  its  plan.  He  found  that  the  Southern  States,  which 
he  had  apprehended  would  do  least  for  its  object,  were  earnestly  engaged 
in  promoting  it,  and  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  emigrants  were  from 
Virginia  and  N.  Carolina.  He  had  fearfed  that  the  long  degraded  blask 
«>an,  would  with  difEcuIty,    be  prepared    for  civilization   and  the  duttet 


of  self-jjcovernnienl.  Tlie  blacks  in  Africa,  feel  not  Uieir  degradation-, 
they  will  carry  tliitiier  with  tlieni  a  knowledge  of  our  free  Institutions, 
and  of  relit^ion,  without  whicli,  freedom  exists  novvliere.  Tlie  Society, 
he  believed,  must  do  much  (j;ood;  ;ind  us  he  was  about  to  retire  from  bu- 
sy public  scenes,  it  would  be  iiis  delii^ht  to  promote  the  objects  of  this 
Society.  We  were  branded  as  iin<,'-rateful  and  inconsistent  advocates  of 
freedom.  15ut  who  introduced  slavery  amongst  us?  When  we  became 
free  our  slaves  could  not  become  so — the  experiment  would  have  been 
too  dangerous — the  only  mode  of  l)enefilling-  them  larg-ely,  was  by  re- 
moving tlieni  to  Africa.  He  was  much  pleased  v/itii  the  plan  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  it  should  have  his  support. 
On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer, 

Resolved,  That  tlio  magnaniniify  and  trtiurosity  evinced  by  tlio  Ininiane  and  pi- 
ous of  England,  who  have  come  i'orward  to  assist  the  clijccts  oi  this  Society,  demand 
the  expression  of  our  warmest  thanks;  and  that  tliey  bo  assnrid  of  (he  sentiments 
of  esteem  cherished  towards  them  by  all  the  members  of  this  Institution. 

The  resolution  1  hold  in  my  hand  (said  Mr  J.)  is  but  a  just  tribute  to  the 
liberality  of  tlie  friends  of  this  Society  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
It  must  liring  joy  to  the  friends  of  this  Society  to  know,  that  the  kindred 
spirits  of  a  distant  land,  justly  appreciate  their  objects,  and  arc  disposed 
toco-operate  in  the  great  work  of  benevolence,  in  vvhich  we  are  enga- 
ged. It  seems  proper  that  the  benevolent  and  pious  of  England  should  un- 
derstand that  we  are  not  insensible  to  the  magnanimity  which  has  prompt- 
ed them  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  evils  from  which  ttiey  are  far  removed. 
The  liberality  with  which  they  have  come  forwaid  to  our  aid,  merits  the 
highest  praise;  and  1  will  delay  the  expression  of  our  gratitude,  by  no 
eulogy  upon  the  character  or  proceedings  of  this  Society. 

On  motion  of  Z.  C.  Lee,  EsOj.  seconded  by  Hon.  J.  W.  Tay- 
lor, 

Reaolncd,  That  this  meeting  rejoices  (o  know  that  the  cause  of  African  improve- 
ment generallj-,  has  made  large  advances  dming  the  year,  and  to  believe  that 
Christian  nations  arc  disi)Oscd  to  redress  the  wrongs  they  have  inflicted  upon  Af- 
rica, and  to  assist  her  in  rising  from  her  darkness  and  misery,  to  honour  and  happi- 
ness before  the  world. 

Mn.  President: — I  rise  (by  request)  to  offer  t!ie  above  resolution; 
and  in  doing  so.  Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  pleasure  afforded  by 
the  very  interesting  and  eloquent  report  we  have  just  heard.  I  am  truly 
gratified  to  know  that  the  object  of  this  Society  has  at  length  excited 
the  sympathy,  and  enlisted  the  regard  of  the  philanthropists  of  Europe; 
who,  by  their  influence  and  means,  are  now,  in  England,  giving  us  their 
support.  And  surely,  Sir,  if  the  spirit  that  prompted  Wilberforce  and 
Fox,  in  their  noble  efforts  to  overthrow  the  infamous  slave  trade,  has 
received  the  grateful  applause  of  mankind;  is  less  honour  and  praise  due 
to  the  British  statesmen  of  the  present  day,  whose  eloquence  and  opin- 
ions are  promoting  the  great  cause  of  African  colonization'  While  the 
former  have  denounced  and  punished  the  inhuman  robbers  who  despoil- 
ed and  depopulated  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  bore,  crowded  and  manaejed 
in  the  gloomy  slave-ship,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  her  sons,  to  slavery 
and  death;  the  latter,  with  us,  are  now  successful!}'  labouring  to  restore 
to  that  ill-fated  country,  a  civilized  and  christian  population,  descend- 
ants of  her  native,  but  less  enlightened  children.  We  sliould  therefore 
hear,  with  sincere  gratulations,  the  promise  of  support  from  the  Old 
World.  Prance  also  is  beginning  to  regard  Africa  with  interest;  an;l 
the  subject  of  colonization  has  been  taken  up  by  an  enlightened  body 
of  philanthropists  in  Paris,  from  whose  exertions  we  may,  ere  long,  ex- 
pect a  rich  harvest  of  usefulness  and  benevolence.  And  how.  Sir,  can 
it  be  otherwise.''  The  claims  of  Africa,  that  once  proud  quarter  of  the 
globe,  must  yet  be  felt  bj'  all  Christendom;  and  the  glorious  work  of  her 
redemption  from  the  night  of  barbarism,  will  ^nd,  I  doulit  not,  devoted 
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Itbourers  in  every  dune.  AssociaU-il  as  »lie  u  "willi  llie  uliinnj;;' 
memory  of  tlioiisaml  years,"  how  toiicliintj  hiuI  impressive  is  Uie  appeal 
ihe  now  makes  to  the  patriot  and  tlie  scliolar;  for,  over  the  darkncB* 
that  h:is  for  centuries  covered  her,  tlie  light  of  the  past  is  still  undimmed- 

In  letters,  Africa  will  be  immoi'tal.  It  was  from  her  rock  that  the  Tir- 
ing' waters  first  gushed.  NVhat  a  field,  Sir,  does  she  not  present  for  the 
experiment  of  self-government — for  the  enjoyment  of  well-regulated 
libert}".  Shall,  then,  all  other  [;e»)p1(',  ■>\  henever  and  wherever  strug- 
gling for  iheii-  rig-ht-i,  receive  our  syinpatliy  and  aid;  and  Africa,  the  land 
where  Carthage  triuniphetl,  and  whci-e  Cato  died,  be  forgotten'  No, 
Sir,  though  long  neglected,  she  cannot  be  forgotten;  and  thanks  to 
this  Society,  tiirougii  it:i  means,  and  by  the  blessings  of  Providence,  she 
is  yet,  I  trust,  to  be  regenLrated,  and  jaiscd  in  tl>e  scale  of  nations.  The 
star  of  her  destiny  is  rising  higher  and  brighter  on  the  world.  The  hor- 
rible slave  trade  has  been,  in  a  great  degree,  overthrown:  and  we  be- 
hold, at  this  moment,  on  the  shores  of  Africa,  a  colony  of  freemen,  en- 
joying every  social  and  political  right,  and  diH'using  civilization  aod  reli- 
gion among  tiie  native  tribes. 

In  Stability  and  rapid  improvement,  Liberia  can  challenge  the  worid 
for  its  parallel.  Not  mo:e  than  sixteen  years  ago,  Sir,  in  this  city,  a 
few  unpretending  and  noble  philantliropists  assembled,  at  whose  hea-d 
was  the  late  Judge  Washington,  a  man  whose  spotless  virtue  and  pro- 
found mind  adorned  the  seat  of  justice.  i\y  this  small,  but  devoted 
band,  the  foundations  of  our  Society  were  laid,  amid  difiiculties  and  pre- 
judices, now  happily  overcome.  From  them,  under  Heaven,  the  voice 
iias  gone  forth — "let  there  be  light  in  Africa;"  and  there  is  increasing 
light,  by  which  a  whole  nation  may  yet  be  guided  to  civil  and  religions 
liberty. 

And  should  we  not  induTg?  a  national  pride,  when  we  recollect  that 
this  is,  emphatically,  an  Ameuicas  cause,  first  asserted  by  us,  and  flour- 
ishing alone  under  our  own  glorious  and  "star  spangled  banner.'"  It  is 
in  vain  now  to  doubt  its  practicability;  si.xteen  year^  have  tested  it,  and 
the  Colony  stands  self-vindicated  at  this  day,  in  its  present  prosperity 
and  success.  It  is  a  cause.  Sir,  worthy  the  age  in  which  we  live — worthy 
of  the  consideration  and  regard  of  our  national  councils;  for,  independent 
of  its  intrinsic  importance  to  the  African  race — apart  from  motives  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  it  strongly  addresses  itself  to  state  expediency,  which 
looks  only  to  ourselves  as  a  nation.  We  have  a  growing'  population  of 
fre€  people  of  colour,  distinct  and  separated  from  us  by  iheir  character 
and  condition;  nominally  free,  it  is  true,  but  virtually  slaves — a  proscrib- 
ed and  degraded  caste,  whose  liberty  (if  liberty  it  may  be  called)  is  but 
negative,  giving  them  but  little,  and  exacting  from  them  every  thing. — 
And  it  is  these  people  alone,  this  Society  proposes  to  colonize,  and  thus 
relieve  our  country  from  an  acknowledged  evil,  by  cutting  off 
a  morbid  excrescence  from  the  body  politic,  which  has  tended  only  to 
impair  and  corrupt  our  social  system.  While  our  own  interests  are  pro- 
moted, theirs'  are  also:  upon  the  soil  of  their  ancestors,  blessed  with  re- 
ligion and  laws,  how  changed  and  elevated  will  be  their  condition!  who 
can  doubt  the  great  and  beneficial  results  to  us  and  to  them >  In  thi» 
respect  at  least.  Sir,  our  Society  dispenses  a  noble  charity;  one  which  is 
twice  blessed — it  blesses  them  that  give,    and  them  that  receive. 

And  may  we  not  confidently  hope  that  the  national  arm  will  soon  be 
extended  to  its  aid,  and  the  national  treasury  contribute  to  its  advancement  ? 

Sir,  all  great  and  glorious  enter  prises  have,  on  their  commencement, 
encountered  opposition  and  prejudices.  When  the  illustrious  discove- 
rer of  our  America  first  communicated  his  sublime  enterprise  to  the 
Spanish  Court,  with  what  scoffing  and  opposition  did  he  meet!  — 
Visions   of    romance    ^^crc    credited  before    his — and,    driven    from  cTif- 


XI 

ficiiUv  ta  iliftkiifiy.  ruluivil>u>  li:«.i  well  nl^h  leliaqulwlied  in  deipair, 
the  proseciition  of  his  great  wofk.  in  the  prayerM  uf  Isabella, 
hovs'cver,  he  found  iiope  and  cncoiiruj^ement;  her  influence  succeeded 
(and,  Sir,  wliat  churity  on  earth  run  prosper  without  the  prayers  and  in- 
fluence of  Woman)  in  extorting  from  I'ordinatui  ilie  little  aid  he  required. 
And  what  were  the  f,^rand  result*'  A  continent,  upon  which  the  rightg 
ot  man  have  been  e<;ial>lislied  on  sure  foundations.  Our  g-lorious  repub- 
lic— all  America  records  them. 

If,  to  Columbus,  the  sig-ht  of  this  new  world,  after  being'  tossed  from 
billow  to  billow  in  his  s'tatlered  bark,  was  unspeakably  cheering — if,  to 
mankind,  his  discovery  has  been,  and  will  be,  through  all  time,  an  im- 
measurable good— if,  "sir,  the  birth  of  a  new  world  opened  a  glorious 
theatre  for  man — think  you  that  the  vessel  which  bore,  from  this  young 
republic,  the  germ  of  liberty  to  the  sliores  of  Africa,  was  less  welcome, 
because  it  went  to  redeem  a  ])eople,  and  not  to  discover  a  world?  and 
that  those  who  embarked  in  it  v/111  be  less  regarded  or  honoured  on  this 
account?  No,  Sir,  the  fbiuider  or  founders  of  this  Society  have,  I  trust, 
like  Columbus,  given  to  mankind,  if  not  a  new  world,  another  repub- 
lic, destined  to  stand  by  the  side  of  our  America,  under  the  same  broad 
dag,  and  bow  with  her  at  the  same  holy  altars. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Md. 

R«golvcd,  That  tlie  Socitty  view,  with  the  highest  gratification,  the  continued 
efforts  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  accomplish  her  patriotic  and  benevolent  system 
in  regard  to  her  coloured  population,  and  that  the  late  appropriation  by  that  State, 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  African  colonization,  is  hailed  by  the 
friends  of  tbe  system,  as  a  bright  example  toother  States. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Chambers  rose  and  said — 

That  the  duty  he  assumed  more  properly,  perhaps,  belonged  to  oth- 
ers. After  the  praise  just  openly  expressed  by  the  Society,  towards 
the  st.ate,  of  which  he  had  the  honovir  to  be  a  citizen,  he  could  not  de- 
cline the  privilege  of  proposing  a  vote  of  acknowledgment  to  her  for  the 
active  and  liberal  aid  which  she  had  afforded  to    this  Institution. 

I  feel  proud  (said  Mr.  Chambers)  of  the  history  of  the  connexion  of 
my  State  with  this  Society.  Not  only  has  the  Society  enjoyed  the  patron^ 
age  of  some  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  but  Maryland  in  her  char- 
acter as  a  State,  has  expressed,  so  emphatically,  her  just  regard  to  the 
objects  of  this  Society,  as  to  have  elicited  from  the  Board  of  Managers 
an  expression  of  high  obligation  for  her  magnanimous  proceedings  in 
support  of  them.  The  measures  adopted  by  her  have  been  referred  to 
in  the  Report.  Besides  the  annual  appropriation  of  $1000  heretofore 
grante<l  from  her  Treasury,  her  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  appropria- 
ted $200,000,  and  placed  it  under  the  control  of  gentlemen  of  known 
zeal  and  intelligence,  to  be  expended  in  the  colonization  of  her  free 
people  of  colour;  and  by  this  act,  so  full  of  honour  and  advantage,  she 
has  manifested  her  purpose  of  prosecuting  a  system  of  measures  dictated 
both  by  humanity  and  interest.  It  is  indispensable,  however,  that  the 
object  of  this  Society  should  continue  to  be  what  it  has  been  professed 
to  be,  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  colour  only.  Maryland  will 
never  stand  opposed  to  the  Society  while  it  acts  upon  its  original  and 
unexceptionable  principles,  and  pursues  a  fair  and  legitimate  course. 
There  is  no  sound  reason  to  impede  the  policy  of  Maryland,  or  to  slacken 
her  speed.  I  know  it  has  been  said  in  some  high  places,  that  for  a  State  or 
Government  to  connect  itself  with  a  Society  like  this,  is  rather  matter 
for  humiliation  than  glory; — that  it  is  depreciating  the  ends  of  Govern- 
ment to  suppose  that  it  will  connect  itself  with  a  "petty  partnership"  like 
this — ^'an  irresponsible  body"  of  individuals  located  here  in  the  District, 
and  despotically  ruling  a  nation  in  another  qu.arter  of  the  world.  It  is  a 
task   far  less  difficult  to  apply   harsh  epithets,   than  to  use  sound  argn.i 
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ineiil;  .iiilI  Uitrc  is  no  rcf'm^c  more  CDmir.tisi  lo  llic  mtiDwIio  cannot  bv 
g'Boil  reasons  resist  a  wise  ineusuri-,  t'lun  to  employ  luird  words  and  ill 
names.  Have  lliosc  wlio  iliiis  speak  oftlic  Society  urjjetl  ar^^uments  or 
stated  facts  to  make  gooil  tlieir  expression  of  censure*  Have  they  otter- 
ed ttie  evidence  to  prove  this  Aptllij  partnership  or  an  irre.y/on.siblt  dtn- 
pulisiii;  or  did  they  expect  that  at  tills  period  in  the  history  of  tiiis  g-lori- 
ous  Institution — in  the  meriilian  lustre  of  its  benevolence,  and  sanctified 
as  are  its  objects  by  the  many  illustrious  names  which  it  numbers  amongst 
its  founders  and  its  patrons,  names  revered  by  all  v;lui  here  and  elsewhere 
do  homage  to  the  best  virtues  that  adorn  the  man  and  the  christian — did 
these  inemies  to  the  Society  expect  tliat  at  tliis  day,  a  naked  assertion 
ot  their  liGstility  wouKl  be  received  as  proof  of  the  bad  character  they  as- 
cribe to  it?  I  shall  not  here,  ins\ich  a  presence,  v;asle  words  or  time,  to 
vintlicate  this  noble  cliarity  from  sucIj  unauthorized  aspersions.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greatness  in  this  enterpri.'e,  werthy  the  attention  and  the  aid 
of  every  State  in  this  Union.  Its  operations  connect  themselves  with  the 
improvement  and  the  hap[)iness  of  millions.  The  e;!g'er  expectations  of 
our  people  look  to  it  with  intense  interest,  as  the  great  means  under 
Heaven,  of  eflecting  an  object  of  the  first  imjjoitance  to  us  as  a  nation- 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  sometimes  hear  it  objected  to  this  Society,  that  it 
has  to  do  with  a  sid)ject  of  extreme  delicacy,  which  must  be  approached 
with  the  utmost  caution, — that  when  we  touch  this  stvbject,  we  strike  a 
chord  which  vibrates  haishly. 

Sir,  I  reside  in  a  slave  State,  alive  to  all  the  jealousies  which  a  conside- 
ration of  this  kind  musi:  excite.  No  other  State  would  be  more  sensi- 
tive at  the  slightest  eflbrt  to  withdraw  from  its  own  jjecuJiar  cogni- 
isancc,  tlie  exclusive  and  entire  control  of  all  questions  touching  this 
species  of  pro])erty;  none  will  go  farther  to  sustain  iier  riglit  to  such  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction;  and  no  citiaen  of  the  Slate  woulil  vinilicate  that 
claim  with  more  untiring  zeal  and  lirmness,  than  the  individual  now  be- 
fore you.  But,  sir,  the  apprehension  is  groundless — your  Constitution 
avows  and  your  w  hole  history  proves  that  no  such  purpose  exists.  This 
Society  interferes  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  no  one.  Who  has  e\  er 
claimed  for  the  Society  or  for  the  National  Government  operating' 
through  its  agency,  the  right  to  interfere  with  or  control  state  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  ?  There  maybe  individuals  in  this  Society  as 
there  are  out  of  it,  w  ho  intemperately  urge  the  subject  of  emancipation, 
and  would  desire  to  see  it  advance  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  prudence 
anil  safety.  Such  enthusiasts  may  be  willing  to  make  any  Institution, 
Society,  or  Government  auxiliary  to  their  wild  anil  mi->chievous  pro- 
jects; but  the  ("olonization  Society  is  not  responsible  for  these  intemper- 
ate fanatics;  nor  does  it  countenance  or  encourage  their  schemes: — It 
interferes  in  no  way  with  the  rights  or  the  interests  of  owners  of  slaves. 
That  in  tiie  prosecution  of  its  legitimate  operations  and  by  ailording  the 
prospect  of  comfort  and  respectability  to  the  man  of  colour,  it  may  ex- 
ert an  influence  altogether  of  a  moral  nature  fiivourable  to  emancipation, 
with  a  view  to  colonization,  may  be  admitted.  It  imposes  no  restraints, 
makes  no  demands,  assails  no  man's  rights,  nor  seeks  to  invade  the  vo- 
litioi\  w  hich  he  indulges,  or  to  disturb  the  enjoyment  of  what  the  laws 
secure  to  him.  Its  sole  and  single  object  is  the  colonization  of  the  free, 
and  with  their  full  consent. 

I  am  well  persuaded,  that  the  course  of  Maryland  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, will  be  perseveringly  prosecuted;  and  finally,  eti'ect  all  the  purpo- 
ses which  the  most  benevolent  can  desire  The  Society  does  not  and  can- 
not estimate  too  highly,  the  influence  of  the  late  act  of  her  Legislature; 
and  I  am  sure  tliat  the  system  she  has  adopted  will  be  sustained  by  the 
general  voice  of  her  citizens.-  they  will  not  be  misled  by  the  assertions, 
though  made  in  the  boldest  conffilence  of  those  who  in  ignorance  orpreju- 
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dice  denounce  ) our  generous  and  bene\ulent  purjioscs.  Against  the  at- 
tacks of  sucli  persons,  your  history  is  ;i  triumphant  defence.  What  you  are 
and  whal><)u  have  done,  is  known  tliroughout  the  world — known  to  bead- 
mired  and  applauded.  Mi'.r)  hind  v.ili  ncvt!-  be  reluctant  to  sustain  an 
Institution  over  wiiicli  her  venerated  Carroll  has  presided,  and  to  whose 
service  her  best  sons  have  devoted  tlieir  best  efforts. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  ofN.  C. 

iicsotoed,  That  the  Reverend  Clergy  who  have  taken  up  collections  in  their 
churches  for  the  benefit  of  this  Society,  merit  its  warmest  gratitude;  and  that  they 
be  invited  to  bring  the  claims  of  it  annually  before  their  people,  and  solicit  their 
contributions  for  the  advancement  of  its  cause. 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Williams  said — 

The  Itevercnd  Clergy,  .Mr.  ['resident,  are  a  body  of  men  who,  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  must  be  entitled  to  great  weight  in 
any  country.  If  there  be  an  object  caicidated  to  excite  their  zeal  and 
quicken  tiieir  exertions,  it  must  be  such  as  is  designed  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  the  Colonization  Society.  The  resolution  I  have  offered,  presup- 
poses that  the  ends  to  be  attained  by  the  Society,  are  not  only  proper, 
but  likewise  practicable.  Coming  as  1  do,  from  a  Southern  State,  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  deeined  a  trespass  upon  your  time,  if  I  should  attempt  very 
briefly,  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  Society,  and  to  remove  some 
prejudices  wliich  exist  in  relation  to  it. 

In  many  portions  of  the  Southern  country,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  Society  is,  to  abolish  the  tenure  by  which  persons  of 
colour  are  held  to  labor.  Tliis  allegation,  sir,  is  unfounded.  It  is  not 
true,  that  the  Society,  either  at  its  formation  or  at  any  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress since,  has  ever  been  actuated  by  such  a  design.  1  happened  to 
be  present,  when  the  first  preliminary  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
in  this  city.  I  heard  the  Chairman  who  then  presided,  (now  a  distin- 
guis^hed  member  from  Kentucky,  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States*),  de- 
clare the  several  objects  for  uhich  the  Society  was  to  be  formed.  I 
heard  at  the  same  time,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  House  of  Uep- 
resentatives,  from  Virginia,f  repeat  the  declaration,  and  reiterate  the 
objects  with  great  minuteness.  In  all  this,  not  a  word  was  said  about 
abrogating  the  tenure  of  property  in  persons  of  colour.  So  far  from  it, 
it  was  distinctly  stated  on  the  contrary,  that  with  qiicstinr.s  of  this- 
sort,  the  Society  had  notliing  to  do;  that  the  operations  of  the  Society 
were  not  to  begin  until  all  questions  in  regard  to  slavery  had  ceased, 
or  been  finally'determined.  When  tlie  one  ended,  the  other  commen- 
ced so  as  not  to  produce  conflict  or  opposition  of  any  kind  whatsoever. — 
It  is  then  a  mere  delusion,  (perhaps  in  some  cases  worse  than  a  delu- 
sion) to  say  that  t!ie  Society  designs  to  interfere  with  the  established 
order  of  things  existing  in  any  of  the  Southern  States;  or  to  molest  in 
any  manner,  the  condition  of  the  coloured  population,  bouwd  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  the  land.  An  attempt  like  this,  would  produce  tnore 
evils,  than  those  for  which  we  seek  to  provide  a  remedy;  and  certainly 
it  will  never  be  made  by  any  of  those  wise  and  good  men  by  whom  the 
deliberations  of  the  Society  have  heretofore  been  controlled.  When  a 
slave  has  become  free,  then  and  not  till  then,  does  this  Society  extend 
to  him  the  hand  of  charity;  then,  and  not  till  then,  docs  this  Society  con- 
fer its  benefits  upon  him,  and  translate  him  to  Africa.  All  apprehen- 
sions, therefore,  of  a  contrary  eiTect,  from  the  operations  of  this  Socie- 
ty, are  unfounded,  and  should  be  dismissed  as  a  delusion;  as  a  delusion 
fatal  to  ourselves  and  injurious  to  others;  as  a  delusion  which  tends  to 
the  injury  of  an  unfortunate  and  helpless  race  of  human  beings,  who 
deserve,  and  who  ought  to  receive  all  our  sympathy. 

It  being  demonstrable  from   the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  every 
stage  of  its  existence,  that  no  improper  or  illegal  designs  can  justly  be 

*.Mr.  Clay.  IMr.  Randolph. 


iiaputeti  lu  it.it  reiu»lns  lo  Ue  eiiquiieil  wliellic:'  tlie  oLijccii  uf  ilie  ill' 
fclitutloii  are  iiracticable.  On  itiis  point,  Mr.  President,  1  am  liappy  in 
thinkinjf,  tlial  tliere  i*  no  room  for  doubt.  Whatever  doubts  Miijjlu  ha\  e 
cxi»tcil  in  the  lirsl  instuiice,  liave  lon^'  since  l)een  dissipated.  In  the 
history  of  nations,  1  believe  it  will  not  l)e  found  llint  an  attempt  to  es- 
t«bh»li  a  colony  in  a  foreign  land,  has  ever  met  with  greater  success. — 
The  settlement  nt  James  Town,  at  iMymoutli,  or  at  any  point  in  South 
America,  or  in  the  West  Indies,  could  not  boast  of  mare  favourable  ati- 
(ipice»,  than  have  attended  the  settlement  in  Liberia,  ("lieal  and  pow- 
erful nations  liaNe  j;ro\in  up  loin  those  other  settlements,  lo  which  I 
have  alluiled;  an<l  why  may  not  the  same  result  be  anticip.nted  from  that 
in  Liberia'  So  far  from  entertaining-  doubts  or  fears  on  the  subject,  I 
think  we  have  every  reason  to  be  inspired  w  ith  confidence,  and  to  be 
animated  with   zeal,  in  jirosecuting-  our  views  to  final  consummation. 

Suppose  all  the  tree  coloured  population  in  the  U.  States  to  he  trans- 
ported  to  Africa:  and  by  this  means  our  own  country  to  be  rescued  from 
an  c\il  ahva)s  troublesome  and  often  ])ciilous;  su|)pose  in  the  time  to 
come  that  a  g-reat  :iii  1  powcrfid  nation  has  sprunp;'  up  on  tliat  continent, 
tlevoted  to  the  j)iinciples  of  christianit)'  and  cidtivatinii;'  the  arts  of  civ- 
ilized life;  suppose  the  neig'hboring  African  tribes,  now  involved  in  pross 
idolatry,  ignorance  and  superstition,  to  be  redeemed  from  this  deplora- 
ble state,  and  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  true  dignit)' and  duty  of 
man;  suppose  the  slave  trade,  that  odious  and  detestable  traffic,  to  be 
effectually  suppressed,  to  be  denounced  and  jntnished  as  piiacy  through- 
out the  world: — su|)posc  as  the  conseqtience  of  these  renovations,  that 
myriads  of  human  beings  have  been  rendered  \irtuous,  intelligent,  and 
happy,  who  otherwise,  would  have  been  vicious,  uninformed  and  mis- 
erable;— supjjose  all  this,  and  \  ou  have,  Mr.  I'resident,  some  inade- 
quate idea  <if  the  magnificent  objects  contemplated  by  the  ('olonization 
Society.  With  what  ardor  then,  with  what  zeal,  with  what  strenuous 
e^rertion  must  the  Keverend  (Jlergy,  co-operate  with  us  in  all  our  efforts. 
It  is  their  peculiar  province,  to  teach  us  our  duly  in  works  of  benevo- 
lence and  deeds  of  charity.  Yielding  obeilience  to  the  precepts,  and  imi- 
tating  the  example  of  the  master  whom  the)'  profess  to  serve,  the  Kev- 
erend Clergy  cannot  relax  in  their  exertions;  but  they  will,  on  every 
suitable  occasion,  bring  the  claims  of  the  (Joloni/.ation  Society  before 
their  people,  and  solicit  contributioris  f  )r  the  advaiicenient  of  its  cause, 
yor  this,  men  n\ay  thank  them  as  we  now  propose  to  ilo,  but  Heaven 
will  reward  them. 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Finley,  Esq. 

htesolvnt,  'I'hat  the  iVee  jn'Ople  of  colour  throughout  the  Uiiiti-d  States  be  as-" 
Bureil  that  lliis  Society  had  its  ori^iu  in  the  most  benevolent  desirvs  towards 
them;  that  its  object  is  to  iiroinote  their  lia|)i)iness  and  usefulness;  and  that  it  be- 
lieves this  can  best  be  done  by  gradually  separating  lliein  (iritli  their  oirji  cunseiil) 
from  the  white  race,  and  establishing:  them  in  a  situation  where  they  may  enjoy 
those  j)rivilo2:es  to  which  they  are  entitled  by    Nature  ;;nil  llieir  Creator's  will. 

Having,  for  nearly  three  years  j)ast,  devoted  my  tiine  exclusively,  in 
endeavouring  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  African  coloniza- 
tion, during  which  time  1  have  travelled  in  all  the  slavediolding  States; 
and  having  spent  a  considen'.ble  portion  of  that  time  in  Kentucky,  the 
Auxiliary  Slate  Society  of  Kentucky  has  done  me  the  honour  to  select 
me  to  represent  their  views  at  this  meeting,  and,  after  its  adjournment, 
to  give  a  more  full  exposition  of  them  lo  the  Hoard  of  Managers. — 
Hut  as  the  evening  is  far  spent,  and  I  am  to  be  followed  b\'  persons 
more  able  than  111)  self  to  instruct  this  audience,  1  shall  withhold  those 
remarks,  which,  under  oilier  circumstances,  I  would  he  pleased  to  make. 
But  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  .slave-holding  friends  of  colonization,  I 
in  part  iepre*eiit,    forbear  to   state  one  or  two  facts,  which  have  come 


XV 

nnder  my  own  observation,  and  whicli  I  doubt  not,  will  tell  strangely 
on  nothern  ears. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  prominent  object  of  this  Institution 
is  to  afford  the  means  for  a  safe,  gradual,  and  voluntary  abolition  of  sla- 
very. And  it  is  this  view  of  tlie  subject  that  constitutes  its  chief  glo* 
ry  in  the  eye  of  its  slave-liolding  friends.  I  know  that  much  pains  have 
bean  taken  to  calumniate  our  brethren  of  the  South,  by  representing 
them  to  be  the  advocates  of  perpetual  despotism.  From  an  extensive 
and  familiar  acquaintance  with  their  views  and  sentiments,  formed  upon 
actual  observation,  I  know  this  not  to  be  the  fact.  This  misrepresenta- 
tion of  Southern  views  came  in  a  shape  so  authentic,  as  even  to  deceivt* 
the  Board  of  Manaijers  tliemselves.  A  few  days  since,  I  saw  a  letter  irt 
the  office  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  written  in  the  summer 
of  1831,  by  a  pentleman  who  had  recently  visited  New  Orleans,  the  con- 
tents of  which  truly  surprised  me.  It  represented  that,  with  great  labor, 
he  had  done  a  little  in  that  city  for  the  cause;  that  he  had  formed 
a  small  Society  privately,  which  fact  he  advised  should  not  be  publicly 
made  known,  for  fear  of  awakening  hostility;  that  it  had  been  suggested  to 
him  that  his  life  was  in  danger!  &c.  Shortly  after  this  letter  was  written, 
I  proceeded,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  company  of  emigrants  for  Liberia,  with  a  view  to  their  em- 
barkation at  that  port.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  I 
proceeded  to  the  Mayor's  office,  and  reported  the  arrival  and  destination 
of  the  emigrants.  I  announced  my  arrival  and  the  object  of  my  visit  in  the 
public  papers;  and  after  despatching  a  vessel  with  the  emigrants  to  Libe- 
ria, I  gave  notice  in  all  the  newspapers,  of  a  public  meeting,  to  be  held 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  on  a  Sunday  night,  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing an  address  on  the  subject  of  African  colonization.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  and  the  gallery  was  crowded  with  coloured  people,  bond 
and  free:  I  entered  into  a  full  explanation  of  the  principles  and  operations 
of  the  Society.  So  far  from  producing  any  alarm  or  disquietude,  the 
Louisiana  State  Colonization  Society  was  immediately  formed,  under  the 
auspices  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men,  and  largest  slave-pro- 
prietors of  the  State.  This  Society  now  numbers  in  its  ranks,  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  Several  per- 
sons authorized  me  to  forward  their  names  as  subscribers  to  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  on  the  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  one  of  whom  has 
since  left  the  Society  a  legacy  of  $10,000.  *  I  met  with  circumstances  of 
equal  and  even  greater  encouragement  to  our  great  cause,  in  other  parts 
of  the  extreme  South  which  I  visited,  especially  in  Woodville,  Miss.  Au- 
gusta, Ga.  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  I  will  not  detain  you  by  entering  into 
details.  It  is,  however,  due  to  my  feelings,  and  an  act  of  common  justice 
to  say,  that  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  for  our  cause,  in  the  places 
above-mentioned,  and  in  other  places  in  the  South  which  might  be  men- 
tioned, and  the  noble  liberality  with  which  it  has  been  patronised  by 
them,  is  above  all  praise. 

I  know  that  an  opinion  prevails  very  extensively  at  the  North,  that 
the  Southern  people  are  attached  to  slavery  in  principle — that  they 
would  not  get  rid  of  it  if  they  could — nay,  that  there  is  such  a  morbid 
sensibility  on  the  subject,  that  th«y  will  not  suffer  even  a  calm  discussion 
of  any  remedy,  however  feasible  and  peaceful.  In  order  to  remove  this 
misapprehension,  I  have  merely  to  say,  that  I  have  publicly  discussed 
thissubject  every  where  in  the  Southern  States,  from  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  tiie  presence  of  hundreds  of  slaves 
at  a  time,  and  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  audience  to  which 
my  addresses  were  delivered — and  have  uniformly  represented  it  as  af- 

♦  Another  bequest  to  the  Society  has  been  announced  of  equal  amount,  from  Mf. 
Ireland,  late  of  New    Orleans, 
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forJinjj  tlie  best,  aiul  only  sufe  mean*  of  gradually  and  entirely  ubolisli- 
inp  slavery.  Indeed,  so  well  is  the  moral  influence  of  ilie  operations  of 
this  Society  underbtood  in  the  extreme  South,  that  all  the  advocates  of 
perpetual  slavery  are  bitterl)  opposed  to  it(  and  none  in  tliat  region  are 
its  advocates,  but  the  IViemls  ot  gradual,  peaceful,  and  uUimate,  entire 
emancipation.  In  fine,  this  Society  is  ilrawing  the  line  in  a  distinct  man- 
ner, between  these  two  classes  of  people  at  the  South.  'I'he  friends  of 
human  liberty  are  enlisting  under  the  banner  of  colonization,  and  the  ad- 
vocates of  perpetual  desjiotisni  are  arranging  themselves  under  the  ban- 
ner of  its  ailversaries;  and  it  requires  not  tlic  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell 
whose  principles,  in  this  age  ol  reason  and  religion,  and  in  this  country  of 
uujvcrsal   intelligence,  will  become  universally  jiopular. 

To  produce  tlie  final  and  complete  success  of  this  cause,  is  not  a  mat- 
ter wliicli  is  left  to  tlie  choice  of  the  American  people,  hut  is  urged  upon 
them  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  s:d'ety,  the  in'.egril}',  and  the  honour 
of  the  Union  depend  upon  i!.  And  I,  for  one,  confess  that  I  have  no 
fears  for  tlie  perpetuity  of  this  Union,  and  I  iiave  as  little  fear  for  the  ul- 
timate success  and  final  triumph  of  this  magnificent  enterprise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York  said — 
That  notliing  was  further  from  his  intention,  than  to  say  a  word  to 
this  meetinf^.  Uut  the  events  of  the  evening  had  awakened  feelings 
which  he  could  not  and  ought  not  to  conceal,  lie  had  been  present  at 
the  first  meeting  on  the  subject  of  African  Colonization  ever  held  in  this 
city;  at  which,  the  venerated  father  of  him  who  has  just  addressed  us, 
(Mr.  Finley),  the  devoted  Caldwell,  and  the  Chairman  of  this  meeting 
were  present.  I  know  not  (said  Mr.  'I'ayloi-),  that  any  others  in  this  as- 
sembly, participated  in  tlie  deliberations  on  that  occasion. 

The  great  mass  of  the  communitx'  then,  deemed  us  enthusiasts.  And 
of  enthusiasm,  weakness  is  the  frequent  accompaniment.  Kut  what 
have  we  lived  to  see?  A  Society  which  has  extentled  its  influence  over 
the  land,  and  won  the  applause  of  distant  nations.  We  behold  the 
rich  contributing  their  thousands,  and  widows  casting  in  their  mites, 
and  foreigners  from  across  the  Atlantic,  pouring  their  treasures  into  the 
lap  of  this  Society.  You,  and  I,  Mr.  President,  remember  how,  when 
and  where,  it  commenced.  Its  success  has  been  wonderful, — I  had  al- 
most said  miraculous.  It  must  go  onward.  Almost  ail  great  enterpri- 
ses may  be  traced  to  humble  beginnings.  The  glorious  cause  of  liber- 
ty was  once  confided  to  a  frail  bark,  which  bore  a  feeble  band  across  the 
Atlantic.  Us  influence  is  now  spreading  and  enlarging,  and  must  reach 
the  great  family  of  mankind.  And  to  wliom  was  the  work  of  destroying" 
idolatry  ami  introducing  a  pure  religion  committed?  To  a  few  individu- 
als; and  under  the  guidance  of  the  same  beneficent  Being,  who  prosper- 
ed them,  this  Institution  must  prosper. 

G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq.  rose  and  said, 

The  Resolution  I  ho'.d  in  my  hand,  calls  up  early  and  mournful  reflec- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  sustained  hy  it  in  the 
death  ofB.  L.  Leab,  Escj.  a  nirmtn-r  of  the  IJoanl  of  Managers,  whose  private 
Tirtues  and  public  usefulness  will  long  be  treasured  up  in  the  nu-mory  of  his  friend.-^ 
and  the  community. 

It  was  my  fortune  in  early  life  to  be  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  the  deceas- 
ed. He  was  born  in  the  house  in  whicii  I  lived;  his  father  was  one  of  my 
old  master's  earliest  friends.  I  should  have  known  iiim  well,  and  I  can- 
not forbear  to  add  my  humble  testimony  to  that  of  this  community,  and 
say  that  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  bore  himself  well.  He  was  a  good 
citizen,  an  admirable  son,  a  kind  husband,  and  an  affectionate  friend. — 
As  it  has  been  left  me  to  speak  his  prnise,  perhaps  this  short  eulogy  may 
be  sufTicienlly  comprehensive.     His  name  is  hailed  with  happy  recollcc- 
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tJons  fvom   Moujit  Vernon.     I'euce  to  liis  Hshou!  t'le  peace  wliir.h   passes 
all  understanding,  shed  its  influence  on  his  soul. 

In  returninff  to  this  scene  of  by-g-one  labours  in  a  g-ood  cause,  I  rC' 
joice  to  find  tli:a  it  has  suffered  nothing'  during'  my  absence  for  a  few 
years-  Onward  is  its  march;  and  if  virtue  and  benevolence  are  in  tiie 
world,  they  are  found  here.  This  noble  chanty  stains  friends  wherevei* 
it  is  known.  Among'  older  nations,  it  has  found  those  to  speak  its 
praise.  The  wise  Clarkson,  and  tiie  admirable  Wilbeiforcc,  have  said 
that  the  people  of  tlie  new  world  have  cast  al!  others  in  the  shade. — 
Our  estabhshment  of  Liberia,  a  thing  of  yesterday,  throws  all  their 
schemes  aside.  Our  little  Institution,  planted  but  the  other  day,  is  de- 
veloping energies,  unexpected  even  by  enlhtisiasts  in  the  caxise:  civili- 
zation, the  arts,  and  the  best  virtues  of  civil  life;  and  my  life  on  it,  the 
colony  which  the  Yankees  have  planted,  will  soon  furnish  men  to  pene- 
trate to  the  heart  of  Africa — to  disturb  there  the  lion  in  his  lair.  Ilavo 
we  not  succeeded  in  our  experiment*  New  wonders  are  revealing  them- 
selves to  the  world.  Blind  man  may  not  see  tliat  in  tiiis  rising  Colony, 
there  is  a  rising  empire;  but  the  day  will  come,  wlien  tiiis  infant  will  go 
forth  witli  giant  strengiii  on  tlie  race  of  glory.  Tlie  colonial  monuments, 
the  wonder  of  after  ages,  will  bear  an  inscription,  gratitude  to  endless  gen- 
erations— to  tiiis  Society;  on  their  colossal  fronts  lie  inscribed  Ameuica. 
"Whenshe  shall  have  done  the  svork.  Sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  new  world 
will  have  sent  back  to  tlie  old,  the  most  sublime  empire  of  reason  and  law, 
ever  known  to  mankind.  She  will  have  planted  in  a  land,  once  illustri- 
ous, but  long  darkened  by  superstition  and  despotism,  the  instittitiona 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  and  savage  men  will  feel  their  influence, 
and  be  converted  to  civilization  and  Christianity. 

Sir,  I  see  tiirough  the  long  vista  of  ages,  when  you  and  I  shall  long- 
have  mouldered  in  the  dust,  the  most  glorious  results  from  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Society.  AVhen  such  success  has  attended  our  experiment, 
who  will  say  this  is  not  li)e  most  feasible  plan?  Some  say,  colonize  in 
Canada.  Is  that  the  region.  Sir,  for  the  children  of  the  sun,  who  are 
barely  comfortable  at  a  temperature  of  98  of  P'arenheil?  'I'he  idea  is 
ridicidous — absurd.  Others  say,  establish  colonies  offrec  coloured  people 
in  the  far  West.  I  say  no.  We  want  all  the  West  for  ourselves. — 
•'Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  way;"  and  soon  our  own  citi- 
zens will  tread  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  By  oceans  alone,  are  we  to 
be  bound.  No,  Sir;  let  us  return  the  children  of  Africa  under  their  own 
blazing  vertical  sun;  the  climate  best  adapted  to  their  nature  and  habits. 

But  it  may  be  said,  it  is  cruel  to  take  these  people  from  their  native 
country,  across  the  Atlantic  wave.  Have  they  not  a  right  to  stay  here? 
Sir,  they  have  no  riglit  to  the  white  man's  country.  Tr-ie,  they  have 
been  deeply  wronged,  and  let  us  restore  them  to  the  land  from  whence 
they  came.  There  they  may  be  masters;  the  land,  the  government  will 
be  theirs.  Letthem  plough  the  ocean,  till  the  soil,  or  explore  the  for- 
est. Be  it  so.  I  shall  envy  not,  but  rather  rejoice  in  their  prosperity. 
Eut  here  there  is  no  footing  for  the  coloured  man.  If  he  could  be  hap- 
py here,  if  he  could  be  placed  upon  a  level  with  others  here,  he  might 
stay;  but  here  he  can  shine  but  by  borrowed  light.  Let  him  go,  then, 
where  he  may  rule  alone. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  the  time  has  nearly  gone  by,  wliich  we  might  call  our 
days  of  triumph.  Difficulties  have  vanished  before  wise  and  perseve- 
ring effort.  Our  enemies  now  look  upon  this  Institution,  as  having  at- 
lained  a  proud  height. 

Some  alarmists  tell  us  the  slave  poptilation  is  to  be  freed.  And,  Sir, 
does  any  one  regret  that  the  iiope  is  held  out,  that,  with  our  own  consent, 
we  shall  one  day  see  an  end  of  slavery.'  Should  this  Society  be,  as  I 
doubt  not  it  will,  the  happ^  meai;s  of  producing  this  result,  it  will  be 
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fenou-ntd  »*  having  done  one  of  tlip  p-c*te»t  and  be«t  deedt  lh«t  h»vtf 
blessed  the  world. 

Since  1  last  addressed  you.  our  venerable  President  has  been  gathered 
to  hi*  fathers.  Poor  indeed  were  my  praise  to  him  for  whom  a  nation 
nioiirns.  And  what  opened  upon  ilie  eyes  of  this  oM  Roman  father,  to 
whom  an  all-wise  Providence  granted  almost  a  patriarchal  aj^'e'  Sir,  he 
had  seen  a  nation  rising' to  liberty,  Hiul  power,  and  greatness,  ard  him- 
self hailed  l)y  succes.-»ive  penerations,  children,  and  children's  children, 
as  the  common  flilher  of  the  republic.  The  lust  signer  of  the  charter  of 
our  iibcriicsi.s  dead,  and  mourned  by  a  mourning  worlil- 

.As  an  old  servant  of  the  cause,  let  me  say  before  1  close,  this  cause  has 
a  warm  j)lace  in  my  heart)  it  shall  have  my  best  energies,  and  latest 
pra_\ers  fur  its  success.  And  can  you  stay  the  march  of  liberty  over  the 
world.  No  power  can  stay  it.  It  gathers  the  force  of  mountain  torrents, 
and  all  things  give  way  before  it.  And  such  will  be  the  course  of  this 
Society.  No  power  can  stay  it.  The  Colony  \  ou  have  planted  will  in- 
crease. The  (ieneral  Government,  t!ie  State  fjovernments  will  leud  it 
their  munificent  aid.  Cities  will  grow  upon  its  heights;  mighty  oceans 
be  \»hitened  by  its  fleets;  and  the  day  will  come,  when  its  flag  will  re- 
ceive respect  in  our  ports  Sir,  this  republic  wants  but  one  thing  to 
ni.ike  her  what  her  founders  intended  she  should  be.  A  hundred  years 
may  elapse;  but  lives  there  the  American  who  will  not  hail  with  delight, 
the  expectation,  that,  at  the  close  of  a  century,  his  descendants  will  sea 
this  an  entire  nation  of  freemen' 

On  motion  of  Gen.  ^Valter  Jones, 

Resolved,  Tli.nt  thi.?  .Society  receive  with  heartfelt  .sympathy  aiiJ  aiiprobatfon, 
the  very  appropiiate  and  will  merited  notice,  cuntaiiud  in  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Mana£;ers,  of  the  Society's  late  venerable  President,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car- 
rolllon;  and  that,  whilst  as  patriots,  we  cherish  the  memory  of  one  whose  name 
stands  so  conspicuous  in  the  early  annals  of  the  Republic,  we  are  confident  that  his 
enli^^htened  and  steadfast  support  of  the  views  and  objects  of  this  Society,  will 
cnlari^e  his  claims  to  the  respect  and  veneration  of  future  ages,  as  an  emioeat  con- 
tributor to  the  universal  cause  of  liberty  and  jthilaiithropy. 

On  motion  by  the  .Secretary, 

lleso'.red.  That  the  thanks  of  ihi^  Society  be  presented  to  Richard  Smith,  E^q. 
Treasurer,  for  his  long  continued,  faithtui,  and  gratuitous  services. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  O.  B.  Brown, 

Kefolveil,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meetine;  be  jriven  to  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, for  the  able  and   dignified  n)ann..-r  in  which  he  has  presided  on  tliid  occasion. 

The  .*>ot:iety  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Col.  Burch,  to  the 
election  of  Ollicers. 

The  Secretary  stated  near  the  close  of  the  meeting,  that  there 
were  some  subjects  of  deep  interest  to  the  Society,  uhich  it  was 
desirable  ti»  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends  of  the  cause 
then  assembled,  and  proposed  that  the  Society  should  adjourn  to 
meet  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  at  7  o'clock,  in  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Post's  church. 

ir^.v/uH if/on  Cily,  Jan.  ^i,  1833. 

The  American  Colonization  Suciety  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  chtjrch,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  being  absent,  Rev.  Mr.  Post  wasaf- 
poiated  TU-cnrding  Secretary  (if  the  meeting. 
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Mr.  Gurley  moved  to  amend  the  CoiiBtitution  of  the  Society, 
■according  to  a  draught  which  he  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghujsen,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  drauiclit  of  the  amended  Constitution,  as  proposed  by  RTr. 
Gurlcj-,  be  lofencd  to  a  Coniiniltee  of  three,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  tame, 
at  an  adjourned  meetins:  of  the  Society,  to  be  held  in  this  place  on  Monday,  the 
■28th  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Frelinghiiysen,  Mr.  Gurley  and  Mr.  Post  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair,   a  Committee,   according  to  the  above   resolution. 

Mr.  Gurley  also  presented  a  printed  paper,  containing  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  which,  on  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

Mr.  Polk  moved 

That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  np« 
■pointing  an  Assistant  iSecrctary,  and  a  General  Agent  of  the  Society,  and'  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  to  make  said  appointments. 

This  motion  was  also  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
On  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  this   place 
on  Monday  next,  the  i^Sth  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

January  28. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,   at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuyscn,  of  N.  J.  the 
Hon.  Mr.  W^ashington,  of  Md.  was  appointed  Chairman,  and 
Rev.  R^  Po:-t  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  adjourned  meeting  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  ofMd.  offered  the  following  Resolu- 
tions, which  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  laid  on 
the  table. 

Resolved,  Th^t  the  resolution  of  the  Society,  adopting  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  election  of  officers,  be  reconsidered;  and  that  the  report  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  the  Committee  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Uoard 
of  Managers  of  the  la'it  year. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  give  time  for  such  examination, 
the  Society,  when  they  adjourn  to-night,  will  adjourn  to  m 'et  at  this  place,  at  7 
o'clock,  P.  M.  on  Saturday  evening  next,  the  2d  day  of  February. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  offered  the  following  Reso- 
lution, which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  Tuesday,  the22d  inst.  for  consider- 
ing the  plan  for  reorga.^.iziiig  the  Constitution  of  the  Colonization  Sociity,  be  dis- 
•charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the  subject  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
.agers  of  the  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghnysen,  from  the  Committee  to  whoro 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  the  draught  of  an  amend- 
ed Constitution  of  the  Society,  which  was  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  moved  to  lay  the  Report  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions  previously  offered  by 
himself. 

After  considerable  discussion,  during  which,  a  letter  from 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,    Esq.   resigning  his  st-at  as  a  member 
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of  tlic  Bonn!  vC  Munat^ers,  wns  received  and  ret\d — Gen.  Jonef 
moved  to  umeiul  iIk-  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  by 
addinif  to  it  the  followiiiii-  words: — ''And  print  it,  together  wiili 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  Soeiety,  and  put  it  into  the  hands 
ot  the  members." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  tl.e  report  on  the  table 
and  printing  it,  together  with  the  present  Constitution,  and  put- 
ling  it  into  the  hands  of  the  members,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  McVean,  of  Georgetown,  the  Society 
then  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  this  plate,  on  Tuesday,  the  5lh 
day  of  February  next,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  following  is  the  new  Constitution  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Society. 

Abt.  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  "The  American  Society  for  colonizing  the 
Free  People  uf  Colour  of  the  United  States." 

Abt.  II.  The  objjct  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusivelj*  directed,  is  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plau  for  colonizing  (with  their  consent)  the  Free  People 
of  Colour  residing  incur  ciiuntrv,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  ihall 
deem  most  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co-ope- 
ration with  the  Gineral  Government,  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regu- 
lations upon  the  subj. ct. 

Art.  III.  Every  citiz;n  of  the  United  States  who  shall  subscribe  these  arti- 
cles, and  be  un  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall 
be  a  member.  On  paying  a  sum  not  less  thau  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription, 
he  shall  b;-  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  IV.  The  cllicers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secri-lary,  and  an  associate  SiCri'tai-y  or  Secretaries,  a  Triasurir,  a  Itcccrder,  a 
Board  of  Directors,  anil  a  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  V.  The  Board  of  Dirictors  shall  consist  of  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dents, Secretary,  Treasurer,  Recorder,  and  Board  of  Managers;  of  ihe  Presid<  nt«, 
Vice-Presidents  and  Srcretaries  of  the  several  Auxiliary  SiHte  Scciitiis;  cf  such 
members  as  may  pay  at  one  time  (or  by  annual  sums  of  S'l^'O  each)  five  hundred 
dollars  to  the  SocKty;  of  the  Mana?irs  of  any  State  Fund  for  coloiii7..'Hion;  and  of 
buch  ether  individuals,  as  eithi-r,  ("or  their  eminent  services,  or  weight  of  influ- 
ence, it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  appoint.  Seven  Directors  shall  be  sufTicieut 
to  constitute  a  quorum 

Art.  VI.  Th.-  President  of  each  Auxiliary  Society  shall,  cxcflicio,  be  entitled 
to  tit  and  vote  with  th>-  Board  of  Director^;  and  any  such  Auxiliary  may  send 
two  Di'legat 'S,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  privilege.  All  life  members  >hall  be 
allo.V'  d  to  attend  and  tnke  part  in  the  delibeiatious,  but  not  to  vote,  at  the  meet- 
ings of  ihe  Board  of  Direetor-i. 

Aur.  VII.  The  licard  (  f  Directors  shall  meet  annnaHy  en  the  third  Monday  in 
January,  to  receive  the  Piepcrt  of  the  Beard  of  .Managers,  and  to  consider  and 
adopt  measnr:  £  to  promote  the  grvat  intenst;'  of  the  Institution.  Thiy  .-hall  have 
|>ower  to  lill  all  vacanei^  s  thut  m.-iy  have  occurred  in  their  nun;ber,  ane' increase 
this  numbi  r  as  they  m:.y  judtjc  best.  They  bhall  elect  annually  theeithercfB- 
c.  ri  of  lliv  Scci.  ty. 

AST.  VIII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetir.^s  cf  the 
F'jeiety  and  Boaid  of  Directors,  and  to  call  ineetingp  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
whenever  he  thinks  necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  nienibers  of  the 
Board. 

.\aT.  IX.  The  Vic"-Prc9idjiits,  according  to  seniority,  shall  discharge  these 
duties  in  the  aS-icnce  of  the  President. 

AuT.  X  The  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond  iice  of  the  Stciety,  take 
niinuie'i  uf  the  proceedings,  and  discharge  all  fueh  duties  as  the  Boar  J  ot  Direc- 
tors or  Board  of  Managers  may  require.  And  the  Recorder  shall  reemd  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thi-  Board  of  Directors  and  Bear  J  of  Managers,  and  perform  such  other 
dnli.  s  a>i  M:av  be  reipiiri  d  of  him. 

Art.  XI.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  So- 
ciety, under  such  security  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Beard  cf  Mai  age  is;  kc*>p 
the  accouDti,and  exhibit  a  statement  af  receipts  and  exjienditurcs  at  every  omum- 
ai  mecrinj,  and  difcbarge  such  other   dutivs  aj  may  b«  required  of  bim. 
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AsT.  XII.  The  Board  of  Mana^rrs,  consisting  of  tht  Secretary  anfl  tii«  aiwo*!* 
«le  Secretary  or  Si-cretarics,  TreaKuror,  Recorder,  b:\l1  seven  other  individu&it 
chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  tiiiet  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays 
of  each  nioutli,  and  at  sii -li  otlier  times  as  llity  may  deeiu  expeilieit.  Tkey  sihall 
conduct  tie  business  of  llie  Society,  and  take  such  lueasurts  as  they  may  think 
projK-r  for  ellVctinj^  its  obj  ct,  with  the  counsel  and  ai)probation  of  the  Board  of 
Directors;  and  make  annual  n  port  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Directors  uutl  to 
the  Society.  They  sliall  also  fill  up  all  \acancies  oceurriog  in  tliiir  number  du- 
ring the  year,  and  shall  make  such  bylaws  for  their  gorcrnment  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  this  Coustitutioa. 

Abt.  XIII.  This  Constitution  shall  bo  luialterable,  except  at  a  n  gular  anDVal 
meeting,  and  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  Directors  present,  or  by  a  general 
meeting  of  Delegates  of  Auxiliary  Societies  (to  be  tqually  repretenttd)  which, 
at  the  request  of  any  three  State  Sccietie«i,  the  Boa;d  of  Directors  shall  be  re- 
quired to  call. 

February  5th. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Washington,  John  C.  Herbert, 
Esq.  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair,  and  Rev. 
R.  Post  was   appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  then  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
William  Meade,  D.  D.    Bishop  of  Virginia. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  adjourned  meeting  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Md.  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  six  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  tako  into  con- 
sideration the  resolutions  and  report  submitted  at  the  last  meeting,  and  report  up- 
on the  same  to  the  next  adjourned  meeting. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Washington,  moved  to  amend  said  resolution, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "adjonrned  meeting,"  and  inserting  the 
words,  ^'annual  meeting  on  the  Srd  Monday  of  Jaiiuary  next." 

After  considerable  discussion,  Mr.  Clarke  withdrew  his  rao» 
tion  to  amend. 

R.  S.  Finley,  Esq.  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  amend  said  resolu* 
tion,  by  adding  the  following  words,  "wht-ther  there  was  any 
thing  tinfair,  illegal,  or  dishonourable  in  the  election  ofthe  offi- 
cers of  the  Society  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting;" — which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution  ofiered  by  Mr. 
Jenifer,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved  and  carried,  that  the  Chair  appoint  said 
Committee  after   the  adjournment  of  the   Society  this  evening. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  same  place  on 
Friday,  the  bth  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  Chair,  the 
Committee  on  Mr,  Jenifer's  resolution,  viz: — 

Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J.;  Hon.  E.  F.  Chambers, 
of  Md.;  Hot).  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass.;  Hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  of 
Md.;  Hon.  Wm.  S.  Archer,  of  Va.;  Hon.  E,  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

February  6th. 
The  American  Colonization  Society  met  according  to  adjeura- 
roent,  in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Hon.  Juhi)  C.  Hcrbt-rt,  of  Md.  \'ice-Presideiit,  look  tbe 
Chair,  and  Rev.  H.  Post  was  a|)pointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  Throne  of  (Jrace  was  then  addressed  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr. 
Ryland,  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  minutes  of  the  hist  meetiiif^  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Freliiijiliuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Com- 
mittee ap|)oiiited  by  the  Chair,  on  31r.  Jenifer's  resolution, 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  reported  and  moved  the  following 
resolutions,  viz: — 

1.  Resolved,  That  il  be  rt'comniciulod  to  the  nionibers  of  the  Board  of  Manageri 
cUrtcd  at  the  last  Auiiual  Mectitig,  uiiJ  nut  of  tliu  former  Board,  to  rebi^n  thrir 
seals. 

'2.  Resolvei!.  That  the  vacTiicit-s  whicli  may  thrreby  bi-  criatfd,  be  filled  with 
tlie  members  of  llu-  Hoard  of  la-it  v>  ar;  aid  llial  llie  vacaney  j)rodiiei  d  by  the  decease 
of  B.  L.  L'-ar,  Km(.  be  tilled  by  the  el.clioii  of  a  new  nieiuber,  to  be  noiiiinated  by 
the  rioiiiiiialiii  r  t'omiuitlee  a|>|>oiiiti  d  at  lh<-  la>t  Annual  meetii:!r  of  the  Society. 

3.  Reso'.ved,  That  it  is  iiv  x|Kdii.iit  at  this  time  to  iii.tke  any  chaug<;  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  tho  Society;  and  that  th-.-  furlh^-r  consideration  of  the  plan  of  a  new 
Constitution,  ref.rrtd  to  this  Committee,  be  postpcnid  to  the  next  Annual  Meet- 
ini. 

4.  Rtsolred,  That  the  true  and  single  obj' ct  of  the  Society  is  that  which  is  ex- 
pr  -saed  in  its  oriiriiial  ("mistilinion,  viz: — "'I'o  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  col- 
oniziiijr,  with  ih.ir  consent,  the  free  people  of  colour  residing  in  our  country,  in 
Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  <  xpcdient;"  and  that  this 
object  will  b.-  hjreafter,  as  it  has  been  heretofore,  steadily  adhered  to. 

Mr.  Polk,  of  W a shi Hilton,  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding 
resolutions,  with  a  view  to  take  up  one  which  he  would  then  pro- 
pose as  a  substit\ite,  which  he  read.  After  considerable  discus- 
sion, the  question  on  Mr.  Polk's  nintion  was  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negati\e. 

The  cpiestion  was  then  token  on  the  1st  and  :2d  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  and  dticided  in  the  aflirmative,  Ayes 
i>i,   Noes  57. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  3d  resolution  reported 
as  above,  and  decided  in  the  alfirmative,  without  a  division. 

'i'he  tpiestion  was  then  taken  on  the  4th  resolution  reported 
bv  the  Committee,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

Richard  S.  Coxe,  Estj.  was  then  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  according  to  the  -^d  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Mason,  it  was  ordered  that  a  copy  of  the 
1st  and  vid  resolutions  reported  and  adopted  as  above,  be  forward- 
ed to  each  member  of  the  present  Board,  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  last  year,  signed  by  the  Chairn.an  and  Secretary 
of  tills  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Mercer,  the  Society  then  adjourned  sine 
die.  Attest,      li.  POST,  Secretary  of  the  Meeting. 
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REPORT, 


It  has  become  iiic  {'u-st  ami  most  painful  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  on  tins  occasion,  to  express  its  deep 
sensibility  tiudcr  that  dispensation  of  Providence,  which 
has  recently  rcmoAcd  the  vciU'ra*)!e  Pi-esidentof  this  Socie- 
ty to  the  great  asscnjbly  of  the  illustrious  dead.  It  is  ne- 
cessary only  to  name  Charles  Carrol  of  Carrolton,  to  re- 
vive those  emotions  of  veneration  cherished  not  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Society  alone,  but  by  all  Americans,  towards 
that  aged  Patriot,  Philanthropist,  and  Christian,  who  was 
jjcrmitted  for  a  time  to  stand  tiie  sole  survivor  of  the  im- 
mortal band  that  signed  the  Declaration  of  our  national  In- 
dependence, and  wliosc  death  lias  called  forth  evidences  of 
universal  resrret. 

Although  since  the  origin  oftiiis  Society,  and  especially 
since  the  election  of  Mr.  Carrol  to  the  Presidency  of  it,  the 
infirmities  of  age  have  prevented  his  engaging  actively  in 
its  cause,  the  ^Managers  are  assured  that  this  cause  receiv- 
ed his  decided  approbation — that  he  expressed  hisnnwaver- 
ing  faith  botli  in  its  iioliness  and  practicability.  His  latest 
thoughts  were  given  to  it,  and  but  a  few  hours  before  his 
death,  tiie  pen  was  taken  for  the  last  time  in  his  trembling 
hand,  that  he  might  assign  over  to  the  Society  a  bcqucst(of 
*SlO,000,)  entrusted  to  him  for  its  benefit.  The  demonstra- 
tions of  public  sorrow  throughout  this  Union  at  his  decease, 
have  spoken  far  more  impressively  than  any  language  the 
Managers  could  select,  his  private  virtues  and  eminent  use- 
fulness as  a  friend  of  iiis  country  and  mankind. 

The  Managers  have  also  the  melancholy  office  of  record- 
ing the  sudden  death  of  B.  L.  Lear,  Esq.  a  member  of  the 


*    From  the  late  Jiidtre  Workman. 


Hoard,  in  wliose  (liaraclt-r  llii' strictest  princiijles  of  liouoiir 
and  iiitou;i-ity  were  united  with  tlie  gentlest  and  ivindest  feel- 
ings of  the  heart-  The  ])o\\ci-s  of  his  vigoi-cjiis  and  well- 
disciplined  mind  were  ever  usefully  employed,  and  his  du- 
ties, social  and  public,  discharged  with  ai'deiit  zeal  and 
rare  fidelity.  Frank  and  feailess  in  the  avowal  of  his 
own  opinions,  he  considered  w  ith  candour  the  opinions  of 
others,  granting  to  them  every  right  which  lie  claimed  for 
himself.  Firmly  convinced  of  the  importance  of  this  Soci- 
ety, he  attended  i-egularly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Managers^ 
cheerfully  subtracting  lai-ge  portions  of  time  from  the  duties 
of  an  arduous  profession,  and  employing  them  to  aid  a  cause 
that  promised,  in  his  judgraent,  magnilicent  contributions 
to  the  freedom,  virtue,  and  happiness  of  mankind.  He  is 
taken  from  us  i!i  the  fulness  of  his  strength  and  the  jjrime 
of  his  uscfuljicss^  and  wliile  the  Managers  would  be  eveir 
mindful  of  his  example,  they  would  solemnly  attend  to  the- 
voice  of  Providence,  which  admonishes  them  by  his  death,  ta 
labour  diligently  n\  hile  it  is  day,  because  the  night  soan 
Cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work. 

In  the  review  of  the  aflf\\irs  of  the  Society,  which  the  Man- 
agers propose  to  take,  they  invite  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
eral meeting,  first,  to  the  ccr.diticn  ai:d  progress  of  the 
Colony. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Report,  that  measures  had  been 
adopted  for  exploring  tlic  counri-y  adjacent  lu  ilic  Culor.y, 
and  purchasing  such  territory  as  might  be  most  eligible  for 
new  settlements.  It  was  also  mentioned  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  favourable  representations  made  of  Grand 
Bassa,  directions  had  been  given  that  a  settlement  should 
be  forthwith  founded  at  that  place.  Though  this  object  is 
not  yet  ellected,  the  delay  in  regard  to  it  has  enabled  the 
Colonial  Agent  to  make  arrangepients  to  accomplish  it 
speedily,  with  all  advantages  for  promoting  the  health,  se- 
curity, and  prosperity,  of  the  settlers.  He  has  visited  the 
country,  conferred  with  the  native  chiefs,  paid  the  amount 
remaining  due  for  Factory  Island  (granted  to  the  Society 


rfiii'iiig  llio  agency  oTMr.  Ashiiiiin),  piii'chascd  a  valuable- 
tract  of  land  on  the  western  bank  of  St.  John's  River,  to- 
gether with  four  lai'gc  islands  within  the  river,  and  obtain- 
ed a  i)ledge  from  the  late  owners,  that  suitable  buildings 
shall  be  constructed  in  the  native  st}  le,  at  their  expense, 
for  tiic  accommodation  of  the  first  emigrants.  The  obser- 
vations of  the  Colonial  Agent  have  confirmed  the  Board  in 
the  opinion,  that,  in  fertility  of  soil,  variety  and  value  of 
jirodiicts,  and  abundance  of  animals,  Grand  Bassa  is  ex- 
ceeded by  no  country  on  the  coast.  An  intelligent  and 
confidential  colonist  has  been  sent  to  this  place,  to  com- 
plete all  arrangements  for  co?nnicncing  a  settlement^  and 
by  the  last  advices,  we  were  informed  that  all  things  would 
be  in  readiness  for  this  purpose  in  the  course  of  five  or 
six  weeks. 

Possession  has  also  been  obtained  of  a  tract  of  land  at 
Grand  Cape  Mount;  a  position  mcniioned  in  former  Re- 
ports, as  eminently  advantageous  for  trade,  and  from  which 
the  annual  exports  arc  now  estimated  at  from  60  to  $70,- 
000.  Tiic  territory  licre  ceded  lo  tiic  Society,  is  situated 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  sea,  on  the  shore  of  a  lake, 
about  twenty  miles  in  length,  navigable  for  small  vessels, 
and  into  which  flow  several  rivers,  affording  inijiortant  fa- 
cilities for  commerce  with  the  interior.  The  chiefs  of  tbe 
country,  who  are  thought  to  be  more  advanced  in  civili- 
zation than  any  others  south  of  Sierra  Leone,  have  granted 
an  unquestionable  title  to  this  land,  on  the  sole  condition 
that  settlers  shall  be  placed  upon  it,  and  that  schools  shall 
be  established  for  the  benefit  of  native  children.  Some  of 
these  chiefs  having  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education  in  Liberia,  exjjressed  earnest  desires  that  the 
benefits  of  instruction  should  be  afi'ordcd  to  their  country- 
men, and  the  young  men  declared  their  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  laws  of  the  Colony,  and  their  willingness  to 
make  further  grants  of  land,  to  any  extent  desired,  when- 
ever the  terms  of  the  present  negotiation  shall  have  been 
fulfilled.     The  spot  selected  for  a  settlement  is  said  to  be 
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lu-allliv,  ami  tlu;  st)il  ciipublc  oT  pi-oiliu  iiiu;  almost  evci'V 
tiling  of  \aliic  that  grows  witliiii  the  tropics. 

It  is  the  iiilfiition  of  tht.'  (Colonial  Agent  to  cxanune,  in 
confoi-init}  with  the  instriictioTis  of  the  Coai'd,  the  country 
Hbo\e  the  falls,  on  the  St.  raul's  lliver,  v.hicli,  from  the 
best  accounts,  is  more  salubrious,  aiid  at  least  of  equal  fer- 
tility \vith  any  other  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Colony.  The 
Managei's  propose,  with  the  least  jjossibie  delay,  to  found 
and  niulliply  settlements  on  the  high  lands  of  the  intei-ior. 

The  Health  of  the  Colony  has  never  been  better  oi-  more 
general  than  during  the  last  year.  The  skilful  and  unre- 
mitted eilbrts  of  the  Colonial  i'iiysic  ians,  liaNc  been  re- 
markably successful,  and  greatly  diminished  the  danger  to 
which  newly  arrived  emigrants  are  exposed,-  and  there  arc 
the  best  giouiids  for  \\o[:v.  that  moi-e  exjicrience,  the  deai*- 
ing  of  the  lands  and  t!ie  {:.iv]\  removal  ofsudi  emigrants  to 
stations  at  some  distance  from  the  coast,  will  still  further 
reduce  the  dan2:er  resulting  from  the  influence  of  the  cli- 
mate. 

In  reporting  the  state  of  health  among  the  emigrants,  by 
several  expeditions.  Dr.  Todsen  remarks: — ''You  will  see, 
by  the  above,  that  the  mortality  little  exceeds  that  experi- 
enced in  the  most  hcalUiy  couiiti'ies  of  the  world.  Had 
these  people  been  trans[)()r(ed  to  England  or  any  other  Eu- 
ropean soil,  the  probability  is,  that  the  number  lost,  would 
fully  equal  the  w  ithin."  In  another  lettei-  he  w  rites,  *•!  have 
no  doubt,  that  even  emigrants  from  the  North,  if  they  be 
placed  and  provided  for  in  a  proper  manner,  may,  with  few- 
exceptions,  be  carried  safely  through  tlie  fever  and  enjoy 
the  same  health  as  in  the  United  States." 

It  gives  the  Board  pleasure,  to  state,  that  the  colonists 
have  become  generally  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  primary 
importance  of  Agriculture;  and  have  engaged  in  it  with  a 
degree  of  resolution  and  energy,  that  must  ensure  success. 
"Our  settlements,"  writes  the  Colonial  Agent,  "every 
where  present  the  cheering  evidence  of  enterprise  and  im- 
provement."    "Most    of  tlie  emigrants  who  arrived  in  the 
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few  last  expeditions,  have  already  the  promise  of  their  la- 
bours being  rewarded  by  abundant  crops."  The  attention 
of  several  of  the  most  respectable  colonists,  has  been  turn- 
ed to  the  cultivation  of  cofiee;  and  twenty  thousand  trees 
have  been  planted  by  a  single  individual.  The  recaptured 
Africans,  who  occupy  two  neat  villages,  about  three  miles 
from  Caldwell,  are  very  contented  and  industrious,  and 
their  gardens  ajul  farms  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
At  one  of  these  villages,  the  Agent  lately  observed  "one 
tract  of  150  acres  planted  witii  cassada,  interspersed  with 
patches  of  Indian  corn  and  sweet  potatoes;  and  he  remarks 
<'that  they  raise  not  only  sufficient  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, but  a  considerable  surplus  produce  for  the  market." 
Desirous  of  exciting  still  more  a  spirit  of  agricultural 
'eiiterprise  among  the  colonists,  the  Managers  appointed  a 
committee  some  months  ago,  to  consider  what  means  might 
best  be  employed  for  this  end.  The  report  made  by  this 
committee  and  adopted  by  the  Board,  proposes  to  allow^ 
premiums  to  such  as  shall  within  a  reasonable  time  raise 
the  largest  quantities  of  the  most  necessary  and  useful  pro- 
ducts, also  to  such  as  shall  first  train  cattle  to  labour,  and 
nse  the  plough  in  cultivation;  that  the  introduction  of  cer- 
tain valuable  animals  should  in  the  same  way  be  encouraged; 
that  various  seeds,  fruit  trees  and  vines,  be  sent  to  the 
Colony;  that  an  assortment  of  agricultural  implements  be 
entrusted  to  the  Colonial  Agent,  to  be  sold  at  moderate 
prices  to  the  settlers;  and  that  a  public  garden  shall  be  put 
in  cultivation,  wherein  may  be  shewn  by  careful  experi- 
ments, what  indigenous  or  exotic  plants;  fruits  and  vege- 
'tables  will  best  reward  tlie  labours  of  the  husbandman. 

No  time  will  be  lost  in  carrying  completely  intoelTcct  the 
provisions  of  this  report,  whicli  can  hardly  fail  to  increase 
the  industry  and  energy  with  which  the  colonists  are  begin- 
ning to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Commerce  has  advanced  during  the  year,  and  new  aven- 
ues for  communication  and  trade  have  been  opened  with  the 
tribes  of  the  interior.       Caravans  from  a  considerable  dis- 


tancc  have  viaitod  tlie  Colony,  and  the  people  ol'tlie  Dt*y 
country,  have  agreed  tojjerniit  traders  to  ])a.ss  without  delay 
or  molestation,  through  their  territories  to  the  colonial  set- 
tlements. They  had  heeii  in  the  hahit  oi'obstrurting  the 
trade,  by  conii)elling  the  remote  natives  to  employ  them 
as  their  commercial  agents,  and  thus  monopolizing  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  country,  and  raising  their  price  in  the 
market. 

Jiy  the  treaty  they  have  signed,  the  whole  channel  of 
trade  with  the  remote  tribes,  is  left  clear,  which  must  in- 
crease greatly  both  its  measure  and  value.  During  the 
year  preceding  the  first  of  May  last,  59  vessels  had  visited 
the  port  of  Monrovia,  of  which  thirty-two  were  American, 
twenty-five  English,  and  two  Fi-ench.  The  e\|)orts  du- 
ring the  same  ])ci-iod,  (consisting  chiefly  of  camwood,  ivo- 
i*y,  palm  oil,  tortoise  shell  and  gold,)  amounted  to  Sl^5,- 
549,10 — of  imports,  to  SSO.OOO — and  the  merchandize  and 
produce  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  JanuaiT,  1832,  to  547,400. 
The  Colony  is  becoming  known  to  tribes  far  distant  from 
the  coast,  and  Mandiiigo  tradeivs  and  others  have  visited  it 
from  the  borders  of  Foota  Jallo. 

Though  in  the  view  of  the  Managers,  it  is  essential  that 
Liberia  should  become  an  agricultural  colony,  and  there- 
fore tiiat  no  measures  should  be  adopted  tending  to  elevate 
conuneice  at  the  expense  of  agriculture;  yet  the  inconveni- 
ences arising  from  the  want  of  a  circulatinj*  medium,  have 
caused  them  to  resolve  on  introducing  a  small  quantity  of 
coin.  It  is  pi'oposcd  that  this  coin  shall  bear  appropriate 
devices  and  inscriptions,  and  that  the  amount  shall  in  no 
degree  exceed  what  may  be  required  by  the  actual  necessi- 
ties of  the  Colony. 

The  great  interests  of  Education  have  been  earnestly 
considered  by  the  Board  and  the  Colonial  Agent,  and  the 
Managers  rcpoit  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
Schools  and  the  general  desire  of  the  colonists  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge.  There  are  six  day  schools  for  chil- 
dren and  one  evening  school  for  adults,  comprising  altoge- 
ther 226  pupils.     The  two  female  schools  (one  at  Monroti* 


and  the  other  at  Caldwell,)  are  attended  by  99  girls,  and 
the  salaries  of  their  respectable  and  well-qualified  teachers 
are  defrayed  by  a  Society  of  benevolent  ladies  in  Phila- 
delpliia.  Inadequacy  of  funds  alone  has  prevented  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools  among  the  recaptured  Africans,  who 
are  importunate  for  means  of  education;  but  the  Board  re- 
joice to  learn  that  the  charity  of  tlie  ladies  just  mention- 
ed, will  satisfy  the  wislies  of  these  Africans;  and  that  un- 
der their  patronage,  a  teacher  for  them,  of  competent  abili- 
ty and  excellent  character,  has  already  sailed  for  Liberia. 
Many  of  these  people  can  now  read,  and  a  Sunday-school 
(of  which  there  are  several  in  the  Colony)  has  been  estab- 
lished among  them;  some  of  their  own  number  acting  as 
teachers.  Some  regulations  have  been  adopted,  which  it 
is  thought  will  render  the  colonial  revenue  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  a  general  system  of  common-school  educa- 
tion, by  which  alone,  in  the  judgment  of  tlie  Managers,  the 
Colony  can  have  power  of  self-preservation,  or  of  salutary 
influence  over  tlie  natives  of  Africa, 

A  High-school  or  Seminary,  whicli  should  prepare  youth 
not  only  to  become  able  teachers  of  the  most  useful  branch- 
es of  knowledge,  but  to  fulfil  successfully  their  duties  as 
public  officers  or  ministers  of  religion,  would  prove  of  vast 
benefit;  and  the  Managers  feel  encouraged,  by  a  munificent 
donation  of  S2000  from  Henry  Sheldon,  Esq.  of  New 
York,  and  of  §400  *from  unoiher  disliiigislKlicd  IViend  of  the 
Society,  to  be  invested  as  a  permanent  fund  fur  the  support 
of  such  an  Institution,  to  hope  that  ojie  may  soon  be  estab- 
lished on  a  broad  and  lasting  foundation.  To  this  object, 
the  Managers  cannot  hesitate  to  invite  contributions,  and 
to  express  their  anxious  desire  that  the  fund  set  apart  for 
it,  may  be  sufficiently  increased,  not  only  to  found  the  Se- 
minary, but  to  secure  its  permanent  prosperity.  They 
would  rcmiiid  the  wealthy  and  liberal,  that  charity  for 
such  an  object,  may  rear  for  them  the  noblest,  because  the 
most  useful  and  durable  of  monuments,  and  that  by  endow- 
ing an  Institution  of  learning,  sucli  as  Liberia  now  needs, 

*  The  Hon.  C.  F,  Mercer. 
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tlic\  will  not  uiilv  pioloug  llioir  lil'e  ill  the  memories  anrf 
alTcctioiis  of  men,  but  for-in  the  maiuicrs,  enlighten  the  un- 
derstandings, and  exalt  the  characters  of  future  genera- 
tions. 

The  relations  of  the  Colony  to  the  native  tribes,  arc  at 
present,  of  the  most  friendly  character;  and  it  has  ever 
been  the  desire  of  tlic  Board  and  of  the  authorities  of  Li- 
beria, to  maintain  peace  by  strict  adherence  to  justice,  and 
by  such  acts  of  courtesy  as  best  express  the  humane  and  be- 
nevolent feelings  of  the  heart.  Unfortunately  in  the  eai'ly 
part  of  last  year,  a  controversy  arose  between  some  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Dey  country  and  the  Colonial  Government, 
that  soon  increased  to  hostilities,  which  proved  however, 
but  of  short  duration.  Several  slaves  about  to  be  sold, 
escaped  from  one  of  these  chiefs  and  souglit  pi'otection 
among  the  recaptured  Africans  of  the  Colony.  A  demand 
being  made  for  them,  the  Agent  requested  the  chief  to  visit 
the  Colony  and  declared  himself  ready  to  do  justice  in  the 
case.  This  chief  never  complied  with  the  request,  but 
soon  after  died,  and  his  sons  immediately  resolved  on  war, 
and  endeavoui'cd  to  secure  the  supjjort  of  tlie  Dey  and  Gur- 
rah  Kings.  Several  of  the  Dey  chieCs  openly  united  with 
them,  while  the  Gurrah's  secretly  furiiisiicd  men  for  tU§ 
contest.  A  few  of  the  colonists  were  seized  and  impri- 
soned; one  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  in  attempting  toes- 
cape,  was  severely  wounded;  and  the  town  of  a  native 
chieftain  (a  few  miles  from  Caldwell)  strongly  fortified  as 
a  place  of  retreat  for  the  aggressors.  A  messenger  sent 
to  the  enemy  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  was  treated  with  con- 
tempt; and  the  settlements  of  Caldwell  and  Millsburg 
threatened  with  destruction.  About  one  hundred  recaptur- 
ed Africans  were  despatched  against  the  hostile  force  on 
the  17th  of  March,  but  on  approaching  the  fortified  town, 
they  met  with  a  repulse  and  were  compelled  to  retreat  with 
tiie  loss  of  one  man.  Prompt  and  energetic  measures  were 
now  required.  The  Colonial  Agent,  therefore,  on  the  20th, 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  part  of  the  colonial  forces, 
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ammmting  to  270  men,  took  willi  him  a  small  ])iece  of  at'" 
tillery,  and  after  a  fatiguing  march,  on  the  21st,  arrived 
in  front  of  the  fortifications  at  the  town  just  mentioned, 
at  half  {last  one  at  night.  An  attack  was  instantly  made 
i\\)ou  the  harricade,  and  in  less  than  half  an  liour,  the  colo- 
nists were  in  ])Ossession  of  the  town.  For  twenty  miri-' 
iites  the  firing  on  hoth  sides  was  incessant.  The  loss  to  the 
colonists,  w-as  one  killed  (Lt.  Tliomi)son),  and  two  wound- 
ed; that  of  the  natives,  fifteen  killed  and  many  wounded. 
Kai  Pa,  the  instigator  of  the  war,  received  a  wound  when 
about  to  apply  the  match  to  a  three-pounder,  which  doubt- 
less prevented  a  much  gi'cater  desti'uction  of  lives.  The 
courage  and  ability  exhibited  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  as 
well  as  by  tlie  oflicers  and  men  under  his  command,  on  this 
occasion,  has  left  an  im|)ression  on  the  minds  of  the  natives, 
which  it  is  believed  will  effectually  deter  tliem  from  any 
future  attempts  to  disturb  tlie  public  ])eace. 

Six  of  the  Dey  Chiefs  appeared  at  Monrovia  on  the  3()th 
of  the  same  month,  and  signed  a  treaty  of  per])etual  amity 
and  peace  with  tlie  Colony,  by  which  it  is  agreed  that  tra- 
ders from  the  interior  shall  be  allowed  a  fr-ee  passage 
through  their  tei-ritories,  and  that  all  nsatters  of  difference 
which  may  arise  between  citizens  of  Liberia  and  the  Dey 
people,  with  the  e\  ideuces  thei-eon,  shall  be  referred  for 
considei-ation  and  decision  to  the  Colonial  Agent.  While 
the  necessity  of  self-defence  in  any  case,  cannot  be  too  deep- 
ly regretted,  and  while  the  love  of  peace  should  be  cherish- 
ed as  heavenly  in  its  nature,  and  most  benign  in  ifs  effects, 
the  Managers  still  hope  tliatthe  late  contest  will  be  follow- 
ed by  benefits  of  such  magnitude  and  value,  as  immensely 
to  outweigh  the  evils  that  attended  its  existence.  That  the 
Colonial  (tox  eninirut  has  secured  tlie  confMlencc  of  the  na- 
tives, generally,  in  its  neiglil>ourlioo(!.  is  cei'tain.  ''You 
can  have  no  idea,"  says  the  Colonial  Agent,  of  the  favoura- 
ble impressions  we  have  made  on  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try; they  are  constantly  sending  messages,  reipiesting  us  to 
settle  at  different  points  on  the  coast  from  Cape  Mount  to 
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below  I'rade  Tow  ii  i;ibi)iit  1  lu  iiiilrs);  uiitl  means  only  are 
wanting  to  enable  us  to  ocriipy  iniy  |)ortu)n  of  tlie  roast  be- 
tween tliesc  two  points." 

Tlie  Munageis  are  convinced  that  Libeiia  is  now  prepa- 
red to  receive  a  mucb  larger  luimberof  emigrants  annually, 
than  the  means  of  the  Society  have  heretoloie  enabled  it  to 
colonize.  'IMiey  believe  thei-e  is  no  reason  to  ap|)rehend 
that  the  iTsoui'ccs  ol"  the  Society  will  e\er  exceed  the  de- 
inainls  for  aid  from  those  anxious  to  emigrate,  oi-  the  ca- 
])ahilities  of  the  Colony  to  afford  accommodation  and  sub- 
sistence to  those  who  jMay  choose  it  as  thcii-  residence. — 
Thus  far.  the  slowness  of  its  ii,row  Ih  may  have  iteen  an  ad- 
vantage. IJiit  willi  a  government  well  establi.'ihed  iipoii 
the  popular  will:  an  extensive  territory,  easy  of  culti\  ation 
and  abundantly  prodtictixe;  a  ])oj)ulalion,  mostly  sober, 
industrious  and  enterpi-ising;  \\ith  schools  and  churches, 
courts  of  justice,  and  a  peiiodical  j)ress;  and  in  fine,  with 
the  order  and  resolution  of  a  people  alive  to  their  jjrivileges, 
and  determined  to  improve  and  perpetuate  them,  this  Col- 
ony now  invites  all  worthy  IVee  jjcisons  of  colour  to  seek 
an  asylum  witliin  its  limits. 

Thousands  might  l)e  safely  introduced  in  a  single  year, 
provided  temporai'v  buildings  should  be  constructed,  and 
some  pi"o\  isiori  made  for  their  a(  commoiialioii  and  suppoi't 
during  a  few  montlis  after  their  arii\al:  and  for  this  object, 
an  allowance  of  lift.'on  r)i-  twenty  dollai-s  to  eacli  emigrajit 
would  probably  be  sutlicient.  Were  one  or  even  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollai's  entrusted  to  tiie  Society,  it  might 
be  well  expended  before  the  close  of  the  year,  in  remo\iiig 
enjigr-ants,  and  in  prepai-ing  (or  larger  numbers  to  succeed 
them.  The  experinuMit  of  African  colonization  has  been 
successfully  tried:  but  it  remains  to  be  shewn  whether  this 
work,  the  practicableness  and  utility  of  which  have  been 
thus  demonstrated,  is  to  be  sustained  by  a  liberality,  and 
conducted  forward  by  a  boldness  and  energy  corresponding 
to  its  magnitude  and  importance.     So  great  a  work,   it  is 
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true,  is  not  to  be  done  in  a  day.  But  if  ever  to  be  com- 
pleted, it  is  time  to  engage  in  it  with  an  amount  of  means 
and  a  comprehensiveness  and  vigour  of  measures,  that 
shall  throw  into  shade  all  the  past  aids  and  efforts  of  the 
Society.  Expediency  dictates  tliat  this  woiL  should  be 
progressive:  the  numhei'  of  emigrants  should  doubtless  in- 
crease with  eacii  succeeding  year;  and  as  much  must  depend 
upon  the  habits  of  the  early  settlers,  some  selection  should 
he  made  among  those  wiio  fir-st  offer,  yet  the  Board  cannot 
express  too  strongly  their  belief,  that  no  funds  can  be  sup- 
plied, either  by  individual  charity,  the  States,  or  the  na- 
tion, exceeding  the  amount  required  to  execute  this  work, 
(and  which  may  he  judiciously  applied  to  it,)  on  a  scale 
proportionable  to  its  greatness  and  merits,  whether  viewed 
relatively  to  the  interests  of  our  country,  or  the  still  higher 

interests  of  humanity,  which  it  is  designed  to  promote 

In  the  expectation  that  the  numbers  of  the  Colony  would; 
be  increased  in  a  greater  ratio  than  usual  during  the  year, 
the  Board  early  directed  receptacles  to  be  built,  and  they 
are  happy  to  state,  that  several  have  been  com])leted,  and: 
all  necessary  arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  and  health: 
of  such  as  have  recently  taken  passage  for  Liberia. 

Although  the  Managers  can  report  no  great  advance- 
ment in  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  Colony, 
they  have  reason  to  believe  them  justly  appreciated  by  the 
settlers  generally,  and  guarded  by  many  with  devout  care. 
Open  immoralities  are  rare;  the  Sabbath  is  strictly  observ- 
ed, and  public  worship  attended  by  nearly  the  whole  com- 
n)unity,  with  regularity  and  decorum.  Three  churches 
have  been  erected  during  the  year;  one  at  Monrovia,  and  two 
others  in  the  villages  of  the  recaptured  Africans.  I'he  state 
of  these  recaptured  Africans  is  most  ititeresting.  We  have 
already  mentioned  their  desire  for  knowledge,  and  we  may 
add,  especially  for  religious  knowledge;  some  of  them  have 
already  professed  Christianity,  and  they  are  I'cpi-esented  to 
be  as  a  people,  contented  and  independent,  and  rapidl;|r 
improving  in  intelligence  and  respectability. 
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The  (It'j)artiire  of  finii-  expeditions,  just  before  tl»e  last 
aiiiiivcrsaiT  of  tlie  Society,  was  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
the  Hoard  at  that  time,  though  no  intelligence  iiad  then 
been  recei\ed  of  their-  arrival  at  the  Colony.  They  com- 
pr-ised  in  all.  40  I  emigr-ants;  189  of  which  wer-e  manumitted 
sla\es,  and  concluded  the  voyage  successively,  the  Or-ion 
on  the  9tli,  and  the  Mar-garet  Merxer  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cemhei-,  the  James  I'erkins  on  tlie  14th  of  .Jarmar-y,  and 
the  Ci-aw  for-d  on  the  18th  of  Februar-y-  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  James  Perkins  was  lilted  out  unexpectedly, 
at  the  ear-nest  r-cquest  of  those  who  eml)arke(l  in  her-;  and  it 
is  not  strange,  ther-efor-e,  that  the  unlooked  for*  arrival  of 
her  large  company,  w  ith  the  passenger-s  by  the  other  ves- 
sels, should  have  occasioned  some  little  embarr-assrnent, 
as  well  as  incr-eased  considerably  the  ordinar-y  expenses  of 
the  Colony.  Irj  alluding  to  this  subject,  the  Agent  observes, 
'•Only  give  me  due  notice,  and  send  out  building  mater-ials, 
and  I  care  not  how  many  you  transpor-t;  they  must  and  shall 
be  accommodated."  Most  of  the  emigrants  by  the  vessels 
just  named,  wer-e  agi-iculturiiits,  and  in  some  cases,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  erect  houses  for  tliein  on  their-  lands, 
that  they  might  pr-oceed  to  occupy  and  cultivate  them  iru- 
mi'diately. 

On  the  9th  of  May  last,  the  Ship  Jupiter-,  Captain  Pe- 
ter-s,  sailed  from  Nor-folk,  with  one  hundr-ed  and  seventy- 
two  emigrants,  mostly  from  Vir-ginia  (rrrnety-one  of  which 
wer-e  marrumitted  slaves),  and  ai-rived  at  Mont-ovia  on  the 
SUth  of  June.  Tliis  company  was,  irr  the  view  of  the  Agent, 
among  the  most  pr-onrising  ever*  landed  irr  Liber-ia. 

It  may  be  recollected  that  the  beautiful,  well  ar'med 
Schooner-,  Mar-gar-et  Mer-cer%  was  pr-esented  to  the  So- 
ciety by  the  Auxiliar-y  Society  of  rerrnsyharria,  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the 
gener-al  bcrrefrt  of  the  Colony,  and  it  may  be  gratifying  to 
the  donors  to  know  that  the  advantages  expected  fr-orrr  it 
urc  likely  to  be  r-ea!izcd. 
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The  Brig  AiULM-ica,  dipt  Abels,  left  Norfolk  on  the  26th 
of  June,  with  one  Inindred  and  twenty-eight  passengers, 
fifteen  of  whom  wei-c  niantiniitted  by  a  single  individual, 
and  arrived  at  the  Colony  on  tlie  I  5th  of  Sept.  Eighty- 
eight  of  this  number  were  from  North  Carolina,  and  twelve 
from  the  City  of  Washington.  The  Society  of  Friends  in 
riiiladelpliia,  generously  advanced  abont  S2700  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  this  expedition. 

The  character  of  many  of  those  from  Nortli  Carolina, 
the  Board  regret  to  say,  is  represented  as  likely  ratlier  to 
diminish  than  increase  the  pi-osperity  of  the  Colony. 

Several  leading  free  pei-sons  of  colour  in  Charleston, 
South  Cai'olina,  began  near  the  close  of  last  year,  seriously 
to  cunsi(.[ei-  the  plan  ol'this  Society  After  careful  inquiry 
and  mature  reflection,  a  number  of  them  resolved,  in  the 
spirit  of  christian  fellowship,  and  firm  reliance  upon  Di- 
vine Pi'ovidence,  to  emigi-ate  with  their  families  to  Libe- 
ria. 

Application  was  made  for  a  passage  in  behalf  of  these 
people,  by  Thomas  S,  Gi-imke,  Esq.  who  generously  as- 
sisted tliem  in  making  arrangements  for  their  departure, 
and  bore  unqualified  testimony  to  their  sobriety,  industry, 
intelligence  and  integrity.  Several  emigrants  of  similar 
chai'actei',  from  Georgia  and  Florida,  having  expressed  a 
desire  tojoin  thesn,  tliey  proceeded  to  Savannah,  where  the 
entire  con)pany,  (compi-ising  145  from  Charleston,  11  fronrj 
Beaufort,  South  Cai-oiina,  and  i24  from  Georgia  and  Flor- 
ida, in  all  l^iO)  £3  of  wliom  wei-e  manumitted  slaves,  em- 
barked in  tlie  Ship  Hercules,  Capt.  Loiigcope,  on  the  6th 
of  last  month.  The  Managers  cannot  omit  to  expi-ess  their 
obligations  to  Mr.  Grimke  for  the  large  amount  of  time  and 
eft'oi-t  cheerfully  exj)eiided  by  iiim  in  aid  of  the  Charleston 
emigrants,  and  to  Messrs.  R.  k  W.  King,  of  Savannah, 
who  superintended  gratuitously  the  embarkation  of  the 
whole  company.  While  tliis  expedition  promises  much  for 
the  moral  interests  of  the  Colony,   (many  of  the  emigrants 
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being  exemplary  religious  teachers)  the  Board  learn  that 
its  departure  lias  inclined  many  free  persons  of  colour 
to  a  favoiiriiblc  oijinion  both  of  the  Society  and  of  Liberia. 

At  the  request  of  the  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society,  of 
Au^u-.  a,  Georgia,  Tlionuvs  Hobby,  Es{|.  saih'd  in  the  Her- 
cules that  he  might  examine,  and  on  his  return,  make  re- 
port of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Colony. 

On  the  same  day  with  the  Hercules,  sailed  the  ship  Lafay- 
ette. Capt.  lL'\rdy,  froni  Baltimore,  with  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  emigrants;  fifteen  of  them  manumitted  slaves,  all 
of  whom  (three  excepted)  go  out  undei- the  direction  and  most- 
ly at  the  expense  of  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  State 
Fund  for  colonization.  Nearly,  if  not  all  these  emigrants, 
are  from  the  Eastei-n  Shoi-eof  Maryland;  and  accordingtothe 
testimony  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  M-Kenriy,  through  whose  elHcient 
agency  they  were  made  acquainted  with  Liberia,  and  en- 
couraged to  remove  thithei',  jjiepared  by  good  moral  habits 
for  usefulness  in  Afi-ica.  Should  these  emigrants  give  a 
favourable  account  of  the  Colony,  thousands  of  the  fi-ee  peo- 
ple of  colour  of  Mai'yland  will  doubtless  offer  themselves 
for  colonization,  and  thus  in\ite  hei-  Legislature  to  consum- 
mate tiie  work  tliat  she  has  so  wisely  planned  and  so  nobly 
commenced — and  which  she  regards  as  manifestly  for  her 
own  great  adsaiitage,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  African 
race . 

The  ship  Jupiter,  Captain  Peters,  received  on  board  at 
Xoi-folk  thirty-eight  emigrants,  and  sailed  thence  for  the 
Colony  on  the  9th  of  November.  In  this  vessel  embarked 
the  Rev.  >L  B.  Cox,  as  Missionary,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Society  for  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Though  great  expense  had  been  incurred  by  these  expe- 
ditions, yet  the  urgency  of  applications  in  behalf  of  nume- 
rous slaves  ready  to  be  manumitted  in  Virginia,  induced 
the  Board,  in  reliance  upon  the  public  libej-ality,  to  char- 
ter the  brig  Roanoke,  which  left  Xoifolk  for  Liberia  on  the 
4th  instant  with  127  passengers,   about  100  of  whom  were 
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liberated  in  Virginia  for  the  express  purpose  of  African  col- 
onization. These  last  were  liberally  supplied  with  the 
most  useful  articles  by  their  late  owners,  and  in  some  ca- 
ses the  entire  expense  of  their  removal  was  defrayed  by 
them.  They  are  repiesented  to  possess,  generally,  unexcep- 
tionable characters,  and  some  have  received  tlieir  freedom  in 
consequence  of  their  high  moi'a!  and  religious  worth.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  a  Missionary  under  the  j)atronage  of  Ihe 
Western  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions,  sailed  in  this 
vessel. 

The  whole  number  tiiat  have  sailed  for  the  Colony,  in  six 
vessels,  since  the  last  anniversai-y,  is  790,  of  which  247 
were  manumitted  slaves. 

It  is  riglit  that  the  fi-iends  of  the  Society  should  know 
that  the  expenses  incui'i-cd  by  the  Managers,  have  exceed- 
ed by  several  thousand  dollars  theii*  means,  and  that  tlicy 
rely  upon  the  public  liberality  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  their 
engagements.  They  cannot  permit  tiiemselves  to  doubt  that 
their  fellow-citizens  will  meet  the  demands  of  this  sacred 
cause  so  as  not  only  to  enable  the  Board  to  discharge  their 
present  obligations,  but  also  to  add  largely  to  the  energy 
and  extent  of  their  opei-ations. 

In  August  last,  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Light,  of  Kentucky, 
was  empowered  as  Agent  to  obtain  (in  co-operation  with 
other  Agents  and  several  State  Societies)  the  necessary 
funds,  and  fit  out,  as  soon  as  j)ractirable,  an  expedition 
from  New  Oideans.  Unfortunate  delay  has  attended  this 
expedition,  but  the  Board  learn  that  arrangements  Jiave 
been  made,  that  will  secure  its  departure,  with  a  lai'ge  nurn- 
ber  of  emigrants,  soon  aftei"  the  first  of  March  next. 

Much  has  been  added  to  the  strength  of  the  Society,  in 
the  United  States,  during  the  year.  Its  |>!ans  and  proceed- 
ings have  been  deeply  and  extensi\ely  thought  of,  and  ably 
discussed  and  defended.  While  opposition  has  been  embo- 
died, and  hurled  against  it  re])roach  and  defiance,  its  mul- 
tiplied friends  have  stood  forth  calmly,   but  triumphantly, 
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for  iis  viiiilicutioii,  and  liuiiit'  its  ciiuse  oiiwai'd  \\itli  resist- 
less power. 

'I'lie  Committee  in  the  Le_2;islutiii*e  of  Mai'vlaiid  at  its 
last  session,  to  whom  were  ri'lVri-ed  memorials  on  the  sid)- 
ject  ol"  tlie  coloured  population,  made  a  report,  in  which, 
assiimiiii^  as  an  undisputed  I'act,  that  this  |)opulation  is  in- 
jurious to  the  prosperity  oi"  the  State,  and  expressing  a 
deep  conviction  that  it  cannot  Jong  he  home,  they  demon- 
strated tliat,  at  an  expense  annually  orS26,04(),  the  annual 
increase,  and  at  that  oC  840,200,  the  entire  coloured  poj)- 
ulation  inigiit,  in  the  course  of  a  single  generation,  be  re- 
moved and  established  in  a  sej)aratc  community.  The  dis- 
])osition  to  emancipate  slaves,  nnder  circumstances  which 
forhids  their  enjoyment  of  the  chief  blessings  of  freedom,  so 
extensively  ])revails,  that  the  Committee  believe  ])rovisions 
for  abolition  now  unnecessary;  and  that,  should  means  be 
])ro\ided  ior  the  removal  of  those  voluntarily  liberated,  ])a- 
triotism  ami  benevolence  will  |)roduce  sulllcient  manumis- 
sions to  gi\e  employment  to  all  the  resources  that  can  be 
applied.  'I'he  Committee  state,  tliat  should  Mar\  land  ever 
colonize  her  whole  coloured  ])oi)iilation.  in  adiiitioii  lo  all 
the  vast  benefits,  moral  and  ])olitical,  she  will  have  gained, 
she  will  be  moi-e  than  con^j»en^ated  lor  the  work  by  the  in- 
creased value  of  liei-  lands.  The  Legislature  ex|)ressed 
their  approbation  of  the  views  of  tiiis  Committee,  by  ap- 
propriating S200,000  for  effecting  the  object  it  proposed; 
and  three  Managers  have  been  appointed  by  the  Governor 
and  State  Council,  to  consider  and  dii-cct  the  mode  of  its 
expenditure. 

In  tiie  Ciencrai  Assembly  of  Airginia,  African  coloniza- 
tion has  been  the  sul)ject.  in  all  its  relations  and  extent,  of 
a  debate  of  unprecedented  interest  and  \ast  j)o\\ei-.  'i'liat 
mighty  evil,  beneath  which  the  minds  of  men  had  bowed  in 
despair,  has  he>!i  looked  at  as  no  longer  inciii-ahle:  a  J"em- 
edy  has  been  projjosed;  the  sentiments  of  humanity,  the  se- 
cret  wishes  of  tiie  heart   on   ''this   momentous  topic   have 
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tound  a  vorce,  and  the  wide  air  lias  rung  with  it."  A  hill, 
proposing  an  appropriation  of  S3 5, 000  for  the  first,  and  of 
890,000  for  the  second  year,  to  aid  in  the  deportation  of 
the  free  people  of  colour  from  Virginia,  passed  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, the  House  of  Delegates,  hut  was  rejected  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  small  majority.  The  Managers  cannot  doubt 
that  the  general  sentiment  of  the  State  is  in  favour  of  such 
an  appropriation,  and  that  it  will  soon  be  granted. 

Nearly  half  the  colonists  iti  Liberia  have  emigrated  from 
Virginia;  and  many  citizens  of  that  State  have  sought  aid 
from  the  Society  for  removing  thither  their  liberated  slaves 
during  tlie  last  year.  The  Legislatures  of  Tennessee,  Al- 
abama, Louisiana,  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have  taken 
the  c^use  of  this  Society  into  consideration,  but  have  not 
(thougli  it  is  hoped  they  soon  will)  aided  it  by  pecuniary 
appropriations. 

Abundant  and  explicit  testimony,  founded  on  personal 
observation,  in  regard  to  the  character  and  prosperity  of 
the  Colony,  has,  since  the  last  annivei'sary,  come  before 
the  public,  both  from  enlightened  foreigners,  and  respecta- 
ble and  disinterested  citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  may 
he  well  to  record  here  the  opinion  of  an  English  officer, 
who  spent  three  years  upon  the  African  coast  (though  per- 
haps already  known  to  this  meeting),  *'that  the  complete 
success  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia  is  a  proof  that  negroes  are, 
by  proper  care  and  attention,  as  susceptible  of  the  habits 
of  industry  and  the  improvements  of  social  life,  as  any  other 
race  of  men;  and  that  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  black  people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  means  of  such 
colonies,  is  not  chimei'ical."  He  adds,  "a  few  colonies  of 
iii'iH  kitid,  scattered  along  the  coast,  would  be  of  infinite 
value  in  improving  the  natives." 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  statements 
of  Dr.  Shane,  of  Cincinnati,  who  visited  the  Colony  in  Feb- 
ruary last.  From  Liberia  he  writes,  "I  here  see  many 
^vho  left  the  United  States  in  straitened  ciirnmstances,  liv- 
ing with  all  the  comforts  of  life  around  them;  enjoving  a  re- 
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spoclable  ami  useliil  station  in  society,  and  wondering  that 
llieir  bretlireti  in  the  United  States,  who  liave  it  in  their 
power,  do  not  Hoc  to  this  asyliun  of  happiness  and  liberty. 
1  am  certain  no  IViend  to  humanity  can  come  here  and  se« 
the  state  of  things,  without  being  impressed  witli  the  im- 
mense benefits  the  Society  is  conferring  on  the  long  neg- 
lected sons  of  Africa.  iSotliing,  rest  assured,  but  a  want 
of  know  ledge  of  Liberia,  prevents  thousands  of  honest,  in- 
dustrious free  blacks  from  rushing  to  this  land,  where  lib- 
erty and   religion,    with  all  tlicir  blessings,   arc  enjoyed," 

The  inti'lligent  master  of  tiie  ship  James  Perkins,  "did 
not  hear,  while  at  the  Colony,  a  discontented  expression 
fiom  any  one,"  but  found  "all  with  whom  he  conversed, 
apparently  hap])y,  and  pleased  both  with  the  country  and 
government." 

Lt.  Bcivjamin  Page,  commander  of  the  United  States* 
Schooner  Boxer,  which  w  as  ordered  to  the  African  coast 
for  the  suppression  of  jiiiacy,  and  touched  at  T^iheria  on  the 
7th  of  April  last,  observes,  near  tlie  close  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony — "with  all  tiie  advantages  that  have  been  enu- 
merated, it  would  be  natural  to  expect  to  hear  that  the  in- 
habitants are  generally  contented;  w  hich,  as  far  as  my  ob- 
servation has  gone,  I  have  found  to  be  the  case.  There 
ha\  c  been  some  exceptions,  but  they  are  to  be  found  amongst 
characters  who   would  be   dissatisfied   in    any   situation." 

'i'o  this  ample  testimony,  the  Managers  would  add  that 
of  two  intelligent  IVee  men  of  colour  from  Mississippi,  who, 
at  the  refjucst  of  their  brethren,  sailed  in  May  last,  in  the 
ship  Jupiter,  for  the  Colony;  where,  for  three  weeks,  they 
were  solely  occupied  in  examining  thoroughly  its  alTaira 
and  prospects.  They  expressed,  on  their  return,  perfect 
satisfaction  with  what  they  had  seen;  their  opinion  that 
the  ])eople  of  Liberia  had  already  risen  in  their  style  of  liv- 
ing, and  their  happiness  as  a  community,  far  above  the  most 
prosperous  of  their  coloured  brethren  in  tfie  United  States, 
and  their  firm  purpose  of  soon  removing,  with  their 
familip«;.   to  the   Colony.     Hundreds,  it   is  expected,   will 
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emigrate  with  them  from  Mississippi;  nor  is  it  easy  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  of  benefit  which  will  probably  result  from 
their  mission. 

The  views  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
five  permanent  Agencies,  were  explained  in  their  last  report- 
Two  of  these  agencies  have  been  filled  during  the  year,-  that 
of  New  England  and  New  York  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth;  and  that  embracing  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, by  that  of  J.  G.  Birney,  Esq.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
liave  engaged  zealously  and  resolutely  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties;  and  it  is  believed  may  confidently  expect  suc- 
cess. The  Rev.  Jolin  Crosby  was  employed,  during  the 
last  year,  principally  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey^ 
"where  he  made  ample  collections  from  several  auxiliary 
Societies,  and  enforced  the  claims  of  the  Institution  upon 
many  consciences  and  hearts.  The  able  efforts  of  the  Rev.  H. 
B.  Bascom,  permanent  Agent,  have  for  several  months  been 
discontinued;  but  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  renewed.  Several 
other  Agents  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Socie- 
ty, and  some  are  now,  for  a  season,  devoting  themselves  to 
its  cause.  Nevertheless,  correct  information  concerning 
the  Society  and  Colony,  has  reached  comparatively  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  American  people;  while  the  diffusion  of 
such  information  universally,  would,  the  Managers  doubt 
not,  increase  tenfold,  the  means  and  benefits  of  both. 

For  the  purpose  of  extending  knowledgeof  the  principles 
and  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  of  producing  a  deeper 
sense  of  their  importance,  the  Board,  in  June  last,  publish- 
ed fifty  thousand  copies  of  an  address,  to  which  many  in- 
teresting facts  were  appended,  and  circulated  them  widely 
throughout  the  Union.  The  increased  amount  of  the  Fourth 
of  July  collections,  the  multiplication  of  Auxiliai'y  Socie- 
ties, particularly  the  organization  of  some  very  promising 
ones  in  the  Southern  and  South-Western  States;  the  more 
general  interest  expressed  in  its  cause  by  the  conductors  of 
the  periodical  press,  and  the  munificence  of  several  individ; 
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nal  donations,  aflord  tiicoiiragement  for  tFie  adoption  «f 
n)oi-f  fnlai-i;ed  nioasuiis  to  inlonn  the  mind  and  invite  the 
contributions  ol' tiic  public". 

Several  large  bequests  have  been  made  to  the  Society, 
among  which  should  be  mentioned  that  often  thousand  dol- 
lars by  the  lamented  Judge  >\  orknian,  of  Louisiana,  and 
that  of  one  thousand  doilais  (already  received),  by  the  late 
venerable  Col.  Rutgers,  of  New  York;  who,  for  some 
years,  was  a  Vice-President  of  the  Institution.  The  Board 
would  also  record  the  libeiality  of  two  gentlemen'^  in  Au- 
gusta, Georgia,  who  have  each  made  donations  of  SoOO  to 
the  Society.  And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  express- 
the  hope,  tiiat  a  cause,  tending  to  relieve  our  country  from 
its  greatest  evil,  and  to  confer  upon  one  quarter  of  th« 
globe,  civilization,  freedom  and  Christianity,  will  be  deem- 
ed worthy  of  the  latest  and  most  solemn  thoughts  of  njen; 
and  that,  when  preparing  to  leave  the  world,  the  humane 
and  pious  will  show  their  aiToctionate  remembrance  of  if, 
by  directing  that  it  shall  be  aided  by  some  portion  of  theiir 
pi-operty,  after  they  can  act  for  it  no  more. 

In  the  hope  that  the  medical  education  of  several  young 
men  of  colour,  who  might  enter  into  obligations  to  estal>- 
lish  themselves  under  the  direction  of  the  Society,  as  Phy- 
sicians in  the  Colony,  would  be  useful,  and  finally  econo- 
mical, three  such,  recommeiided  as  ])Ossessing  the  neces- 
sary qualifications,  have  been  selected,  and  are  pursuing 
their  studies  under  the  care  of  a  medical  gentleman,  a  mrm- 
ber  of  the  l]oai-d,  in  this  city.  Placed  undei*  the  immedi- 
ate inspection  of  the  J>oard,  they  have  the  strongest  mo- 
tives for  well  doing,  nor  will  the  Managers  permit  the 
funds  of  the  Society  to  be  expeiidcd  on  those  unworthy  of 
patronage. 

This  meeting  may  be  assured  that  Africa  is  not  foi-got- 
ten  in  other  lands  than  this.  Dark  in  her  sorrow  as  in; 
her  aspect,  wounded  and  crushed  and  bleeding  as  she  is, 
the  eye  of  Christendom  is  turned  compassionately  upon 
her,  and  her  powers  are  pledged  for  her  relief.     Since  our 

*  R.  CauiiibcU  and  George  llargravcs,  Esqrs. 
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last  auiMversury,    hiiinaiiily   lias   been   clicej'ccf   by  gi'6ai 
events,  auspicious  to  tbe  interests  of  tlic  African  race. 

The  governments  of  England  and  France  have  agreed  tv 
exercise  the  mutual  right  of  search  along  the  western  coast 
of  Africa,  for  the  more  eflcctual  suppression  of  the  slare 
trade. 

Brazil,  into  which  so  many  thousands  of  the  wretcheil 
victims  of  this  commerce  have  been  heretofore  annually 
introduced,  has  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties,  their 
further  introduction;  and  j)ionouncing  such  as  may  be  un- 
lawfully brought  tliither,  free,  directs  that  they  be  trans- 
ferred again  to  Africa. 

The  Society  of  Christian  Morals  in  France,  has  ap- 
pointed a  special  Committee,  to  ascertain  on  what  terms 
it  may  be  able  to  redeem  the  female  slaves  in  the  Frencli 
Antilles;  and  addressed  an  eloquent  memorial  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies,  praying  that  the  conditions  ofeiifranchise- 
inent  may  be  determined  by  law,  and  a  maximum  price 
fixed,  at  which  the  master  shall  not  be  allowed  to  refuse 
liberty  to  his  slave. 

A  plan  has  been  proposed  (and  will  probably  soon  fee 
executed)  by  the  friends  of  Africa  in  London,  for  introdu- 
cing civilization  and  Christianity  among  some  of  the  most 
powerful  and  least  barbarous  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  Sier- 
ra Leone.  The  Foulahs,  who  inhabit  a  country  a  little  to» 
the  north-east  of  this  Colony,  on  account  of  their  industry^ 
abstinence  from  tlie  slave  trade,  freedom  from  the  shackles 
of  Mahomedanism,  and  prepossessions  in  favour  of  Euro- 
peans, as  also  from  their  number,  and  the  oppression  whicli 
they  endure  from  the  neighbouring  tribes,  have  been  se- 
lected as  the  most  promising  subjects  for  this  experiment. 
The  scheme  is  to  obtain  a  grant  of  some  extensive  ti'act  ot" 
land,  and  to  offer  tlic  Foulalis  fi-ee  possession  of  itj  likewise 
to  establish  a  missionary  settlement  among  them,  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  European  missionary,  with  native 
assistants,  by  whose  direction,  it  is  believed,  they  would 
acquire  a  practical  and  elUcient  knowledge  of  the  christian 
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religion  and  ultljc  uselul  arts.  The  Webleyaii  Missioiiai'j 
8otit-'t),  boin;^  ciiu;;igc(l  in  missions  in  that  part,  will  pro- 
bably siipi'rinti'nd  the  establishment.  M'Carthv's  Island, 
ill  the  (lambia,  has  been  named  as  the  most  eligible  spot 
lof  llie  settlement,  and  it  is  rejjorted  that  the  plan  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Foulahs,  and  received  their  un<jualified 
aijprobation. 

The  discovery  ol"  the  course  of  the  long  mysterious  Ni- 
ger, exceeded  probably  in  magnitude  by  only  two  rivers, 
and  those  our  ow  n,  on  the  globe,  enriched  by  large  tribu- 
tary streams,  flowing  through  the  iinest  countries  of  all  Af- 
rica, inhabited  by  an  active  and  partially  civilized  popula- 
tion estimated  at  £.i,UOU,OOU,  has  laid  open  almost  a  new 
\Torld  to  the  enterprise  of  Commerce  and  the  labours  of 
Philanthrojjy.  Re\ealiiig  states  and  kingdoms  hitherto 
unknown,  but  capable  of  furnishing  large  sui)plies  of  the 
most  valued  ])roductions  for  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
Europe,  and  of  receiving  and  consuming  the  articles  into 
which  they  may  he  wrought  by  her  superior  skill,-  we  are 
in  little  danger  of  rating  too  highly  the  probable  eflects  of 
this  discovery  on  the  character  and  interests  of  mankind. 
The  growing  sense  of  justice  in  Christian  nations  towards 
Africa,  creates  confidence  that  they  will  seek  to  repair  the 
mighty  wrongs  of  which  she  lias  been  the  victim;  thattheir 
future  commeice  w  ith  her  will  be  founded  upon  principles 
of  just  reciprocity;  that  henceforth  tiiey  will  go  to  her  in 
j)eace  and  cliarity,  gi\e  to  her  the  liglit  of  the  oracles  of 
God,  encour-age  her  to  throw  ofVthe  badges  of  her  shame, 
and  to  clothe  herself  in  garments  of  honour  and  of  praise. 
At  this  very  time  steamboats  from  England  are  exploring 
the  Niger,  with  the  view  of  establishing  permanent  inter- 
course w  ith  the  natives  of  central  Africa. 

The  visit  of  a  devoted  Friend  and  Agent  of  the  Society, 
Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.  to  England,  and  the  kind  manner 
of  his  rcce])tion,  were  mentioned  in  the  last  Rcpoi-t;  and 
lliis  meeting  w  ill  be  liighly  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Cres- 
son has  made  known  extensively  the  principles  and  success 
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of  this  Society  to  the  philanthropic  of  that  kingdom,  who 
Lave  not  only  listened  with  intense  interest  to  his  state- 
ments, but  magnanimously  come  forward  with  their  con- 
tributions to  the  cause  which  he  advocates.  We  shall 
more  justly  appreciate  the  generosity  of  the  English  peo- 
ple in  this  case,  when  we  consider  the  deep  earnestness 
with  which  they  are  urging  measures  for  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  colouied  po]»ulation  of  the  W.  Indies,  and 
the  amount  of  funds  annually  raised  by  them  for  that  object. 
Declining  all  compensation,  and  defraying  even  his  own  ex- 
penses, Mr.  Cresson  has  nevertheless  laboured  with  an 
activity,  zeal,  and  resolution,  not  to  be  exceeded:  has  tra- 
velled tliroughout  a  large  portion  of  England,  addressed 
public  meetings  in  the  principal  towns,  formed  numerous 
Branch  Associations,  secured  the  aid  of  the  press,  and  the 
favour  of  thousands  of  warm  hearts  in  behalf  of  Liberia. 
In  December  of  last  year,  Mr.  Cresson  remitted  S1S32  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  and  in  July  of  the 
present,  S2424  to  the  Parent  Institution.  Of  the  dona- 
tions making  up  these  sums,  was  one  of  ^6200,  four  of  jBIOO 
each,  one  of  the  latter  of  which  was  accompanied  by  the 
following  note:  "From  a  Female  Friend,  who  is  only  rich 
by  the  fewness  of  her  own  wants  and  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  she  ministers  to  the  wants  of  otiiers."  One  indivi- 
dual offered  to  give  £500,  if  nine  others  could  be  found 
who  would  do  the  same,  and  such  is  his  influence  in  the  be- 
nevolent circles  of  England,  that  it  is  probable  the  object 
will  be  accomplished.  Sucli  liberality  shall  never  be  for- 
gotten: and  though  an  ocean  separates  us  from  those  who 
have  manifested  it,  yet  bonds  of  sympathy  and  affection 
unite  them  to  our  hearts;  we  feel  that  they  are  one  with 
us  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  Humanity  and  of  God; 
and  though  we  cannot  expect  the  happiness  of  ever  peraon- 
ally  expressing  to  them  our  gratitude,  let  them  be  assured 
that  we  both  admire  and  would  imitate  their  example. 

The  Managers  have  already  alluded  to  the  opposition 
which  has  been  made  to  the  Society,    and  would  now  add, 
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tliut  it  Kas  been  donotiiicod  in  tt'rms  of  unmitigated  severi- 
ty :iiitl  rt'|)i"t);ii  li. 

It  has  bi'oii  represented  as  hostile  to  the  free  people  of 
roloiir.  as  designed  to  add  io  the  i-igoiir  and  pei-petuate  the 
existence  of  slavei-y;  as  injurious  to  our  own  counti-y  and 
to  Africa;  and,  in  fine,  as  proposing  a  plan,  the  best  feature 
of  w  hich  is  its  iinpiacticablemss  on  any  large  scale. 

The  Managers  will  otfer  in  vindication  of  the  Societj, 
on  this  occasion,  only  the  following  facts. 

1st.  The  Society  was  founded  by  the  pati'iotic,  the  bene- 
volent and  pious:  and  from  the  great  community  of  these, 
throughout  this  Union,  has  it  mainly  derived  support. 

2(1.  The  free  people  of  colour  who  have  sought  its  aid, 
and  emigrated  under  its  direction  to  Liberia,  have,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  testimony,  and  the  testimony  of  others, 
greatly  improved  their  condition  and  character. 

3d.  Through  its  moral  inUuence,  numerous  slaves  have 
been  manumitted;  and  tlii'ougli  its  agency  settled,  in  free- 
dom and  prosperity,  in  Liberia;  while  many  others  arc 
now  ready  to  be  consigned  to  its  care. 

4th.  No  one  has  sliown,  or  can  show,  that  the  public 
liavc  experienced  detriment  Irom  tiie  jjlans  and  proceed- 
ings of  this  Society. 

5th.  The  native  Africans  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Colony, 
are,  in  their  own  judgment,  greatly  benefitted  by  its  estab- 
lishment; and  disinterested  strangers,  who  have  visited 
them,  concur  in  their  opinion. 

6th.  Tiie  i)racti(ability  of  the  plan  of  African  coloniza- 
tion, on  a  scale  of  vast  utility,  has  been  demonstrated,  and 
means  exist,  all  admit,  for  immensely  enlarging  its  results. 

Facts  like  tliesecan  he  set  aside  by  no  ingenuity  of  specu- 
lation or  of  argument:  they  place  the  character  of  this  In- 
stitution on  gi-ounds  inaccessible  to  t!ie  boldest  assailant, 
commanding  a  favourable  verdict  of  the  nnderstanding, 
even  where  they  fail  to  win  the  heart. 

Dillvrence  of  opinion  may  and  does  exist,  in  regard  to 
the  extent,    in  future,  of  African  colonization-      Its  utility 
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so  far  as  it  may  be  prosecuted,  is  not  <!cpeiitlciit  on  the  con- 
clusions, however  varioiis,  formed  on  this  subject.  Omit- 
ting argument  to  sustain,  the  Managers  would  simply  avow 
their  opinion,  that  the  moral  and  economical  elements  at 
work  to  promote  it,  and  the  iniluence  to  he  relied  on  for 
augmenting  their  power,  afford  solid  grounds  for  hope,  if 
not  for  confidence,  that  it  will  be  so  extended  as  to  confer 
invaluable  blessings  on  at  least  some  millions  of  our  race; 
80  extended,  as  in  an  age  not  distant,  to  be  contemplated 
as  among  the  greatest  schemes  ever  devised  for  the  good 
of  mankind.  The  opinion  here  expressed,  however,  must, 
by  reflection  on  the  reasons  for  its  foundation,  become  the 
general  opinion  of  our  countrymen,  before  the  practicable- 
ness  of  the  scheme  to  the  extent  just  mentioned,  can  be  re- 
alized. 

If,  to  provide  for  and  educate  his  children,  be  the  duty 
of  a  parent,  is  it  less  clearly  the  duty  of  a  nation  to  provide, 
as  it  may  be  able,  for  the  relief  and  improvement  of  any 
unfortunate  portion  of  its  inhabitants,  and  should  un- 
controllable circumstances,  or  the  public  good,  forbid  their 
elevation  on  the  soil  of  such  nation,  to  assist  them  in  remo- 
ving to  a  land  (if  such  can  be  found)  where  they  may  enjoy 
the  means  of  improvement,  without  restraint  in  their  use, 
or  limit  to  their  advantage?  And  could  the  character  of 
nations,  civilized  and  christian,  be  more  ennobled  than  by 
the  adoption  of  measures,  separately  or  in  conceit,  for  the 
instruction  and  reformation  of  tiie  uncivilized  and  unchris- 
tian? Glory,  will  all  after  ages  awai-d  to  that  nation, 
which,  on  those  virtues  only,  that  exalt  individual  man, 
shall  build  its  national  character.  And  such  nation,  ani- 
mated by  those  moral  principles  that  adorn  and  enrich  our 
nature,  must  feel  itself  to  be  but  an  individual  in  the  great 
brotherhood  of  nations,  must  recognize  and  acknowledge  in 
each  member  of  this  fraternity,  a  cliild  of  the  same  Almigh- 
ty and  beneficent  Parent,  who  rcfjuires  the  strong  to  sup- 
port the  weak;  the  enlightened  to  inform  the  ignorant;  the 
prosperous  to  relieve  the  distressed;  and  each  to  embrace 
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Mit'cuimnou  interests  uf  all,  >Nitliin  the  wittc  circuit  of  its 
sj-iiipiilliics  and  charities.  'Jhc  triumphs  of  such  a  nation 
will  not  be  over  justice  and  mercy;  over  withered  ho|>€8 
and  bioken  hearts;  but  o\er  the  ignorance  that  darkens, 
and  the  vice  that  degrades  our  species;  they  will  be  sound- 
ed forth,  not  in  the  tnimpet  notes  of  war,  but  celebrated 
in  processions  and  songs  of  peace.  Such  triumphs  are  the 
people  of  the  United  States  now  invited  to  achieve.  To 
then>,  especially,  are  the  interests  of  the  African  race  by 
I'ro^  ideiicc  entrusted,  and  a  thousand  voices  plead,  that  the 
high  and  solemn  duty  resulting  therefrom,  be  faithfully  and 
fully  »]isc)»argcd. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  would  remind  the  General 
Meeting,  tliat  Liberia,  unlike  most  other  colonies,  has  been 
founded,  not  to  extend  the  power  or  enrich  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  not  to  bind  in  vassalage  those  who  resort 
to  it,  or  reduce  to  deeper  than  their  present  degradation 
the  uncivilized  of  Africa,  but  to  stand,  within  the  precincts 
of  Barbarism,  a  citadel  of  Freedom,  Knowledge,  and  Chris- 
tianity; to  bring  a  rude  deeply  injured,  and  miserable  peo- 
ple under  the  dominion  of  c^ual  laws  and  a  pure  religion, 
and  thus  enable  them  to  appreciate  the  dignity  and  add  to 
the  honours  of  Ilumanitv. 
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American  Colonization  Society  in  account  cvrrent  with  Richard 
Smith,  Treasurer. 

DR. 

To   transportation    of  emigrants;  supplies  for 
them  while  preparing  for  embarkation,  dit- 
ring-  the  voyage,  and  after  their  arrival  in  the 
Colony;  and   articles  purchased  for  Colony,  $36,892  07 
salaries  of  Colonial    Agent   and    Physicians,       2,435   13 
salaries  of  minor  officers  in  the  Colony,   ....        2,347  03 
salaries   of  Agents  in   the    United  States,  of 
Secretary  and  Clerk,  and  various  contingent 

expenses, 5,386  37 

cash  paid    for  printing,   including  Report  and 

50,000  copies  of  an  Address, 3,268  13 

subscriptions  to  Repository,  paid  J.  C.  Dunn  38  17 

expenses  of  collecting  emigrants, 786  41 

schooner  Margaret  Mercer,  .....  155  20 

money   refunded,    213  79 

loss  on   uncurrent  money,     16  87 

interest  on  loans, 16 

support  and  tuition  of  four  young  men  of  co- 
lour, now  in  a  course  of  education  to  be- 
come Physicians  in  Liberia,    981  05 

in  aid  of  James  Brown,  preparing  to  become  a 

Druggist  in    the  Colonv,   108 

4>aUince, ...'. 1,048  83 

$53,693  05 


CR. 

By  balance  on  hand, $11,090  15 

donations  from   individuals,    1,518  05 

contributions  from  Auxiliary    Societies,   ....  7,838  67 

■collections  of  Agents, 3,407  14 

4th  of  July  collections, 11,234  27 

life  member  subscriptions 2,676  24 

subscriptions  on  Gerrit  Smith's  plan, 3,526  07 

annual    subscriptions,    119 

subscriptions  to  African  Repository, 77 

Liberia  Herald,    22 

money  refunded  to  the  Society, 41   14 

legacies, 2,292  31 

collections  in   Great  Ijritain, ....  2,429  19 

money  received  on  acc't.  of  Kduc'n.  Society,  61  29 

discount  on  drafts,  for  ready  payment,.... ..  4 

loans ' 2,176  53 

money  disbursed  in  ex])edition  per  Lafayette,  . 

by  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  Fund,  . . .  5,180                                      '"^ 

$53,693  05 

By  balance  as  per  contra,   $1,048  83 


E.  E.  RICHARD  SMITH, 

Trwsurcr  Mmerican  Cvhnizatim  Society. 
■WiBHiXBTeur,  .7«HMa»-j?  21,  1833. 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X  • 


(     A.     ) 

Office  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

Washington,  May  18,  1825. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  tbo  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  the  digest  of  the  laws  and  the  plan  of 
civil  government  for  Liberia,  as  adopted  by  the  Agents  of  this 
Society,  having  been  read  and  considered,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers,  considering  the  satisfactory  information 
afforded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony,  of  the  successful  operation  of  the  plan 
of  the  civil  government  thereof,  as  established  by  their  Agents  in  August  last,  and 
seeing  therein  reason  to  reconsider  their  instructions  to  the  Agent,  of  the  SQth  of 
December,  1S24,  now  approve  of  the  principles  in  that  form  of  government,  and 
give  their  sanction  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  digest  of  the  laws  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  same,  and  compare  them  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  1820,  and  report  to 
the  next  stated  meeting. 


Washington,  May  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  presented  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19,  1824,  as  prepared  by  the  Agent,  do  ap- 
])rove  the  same,  and  declare  the  same  to  be,  under  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the 
Colony,  adding  thereto  the  following:  In  case  of  failure  to  find  recognizance  for 
good  behaviour,  when  required,  the  person  so  failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such 
labor  on  the  public  works,  or  other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he 
shall  find  recognizance,  or  the  object  for  which  it  was  required  of  him  shall  have 
been  answered. 

In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no  heir  in  the  Colony, 
the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall  not  be  constrned 
to  annul  or  impair  any  regulations  which  the  Agent,  under  his  constitutional  au- 
thority, may  have  seen  fit  to  establish  subsequent  to  the  above  date  of  August  19, 
1824. 

/ifsoZucd,  That  the  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  two  thousand  copies  of 
the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  as  established 
by  this  Board  at  Washington,  23rd  of  Mav,  1S25. 

JAMES  LAITRIE,  Actwg  President. 
R.  R.  GuHLEY,  Resident  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 
Articlk  I.  All  persons  born  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory held  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  Liberia,  in 
Africa,  or  removing  there  to  reside,  shall  be  free,  and  entitled 
to  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 
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ARiicLii  II.  The  Coloni/atiuii  Society  khall,  from  time  to 
time,  make  iurh  rules  as  ibey  may  tliiuk  fit  for  the  goveruinent 
of  the  settlement,  uutii  they  shall  withdraw  their  Agents  and 
leare  the  settlers  to  the  government  of  themselves. 

Aktioi.k  III.  The  Society's  Agents  shall  compose  a  Board, 
to  determine  all  ijuestions  relative  to  the  government  of  the  set- 
tlement, shall  decide  all  disputes  between  individuals,  and  shall 
exercise  all  judicial  powers,  except  such  as  they  shall  delegate 
to  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Articlk  IV  .  The  Agents  shall  appoint  all  officers  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  settlement. 

Article  V.     There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI.  The  common  law,  as  in  force  and  modified  in 
the  United  States,  and  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  people, 
•hall  be  in  force  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VII.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
jears,  and  those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  support  this  Constitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been 
luade  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Agents  are  authorized  to 
■make  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations,  of  which  they  shall, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  inform  the  Board  for  their  approbation; 
and  they  shall  continue  in  force,  until  the  Board  shall  send  out 
their  decision  upon  them. 

Article  IX.  This  Constitution  is  not  to  interfere  with  the 
jurisdiction,  rights  and  claims  of  the  Agents  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  captured  Africans  and  others,  under  their  care  and 
control,  so  long  as  they  shall  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  set- 
tlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution, 
except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

The  Board  received  from  the  Colonial  Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun, 
early  in  last  year,  a  Plan  of  Government,  exhibiting  several  de- 
viations from  the  form  sketched  in  lS-21,  but  in  its  principles  the 
same.  These  deviations,  Mr.  Ashmun  remarks,  "have  grown 
gradually  out  of  the  altered  and  improving  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  are  neither  the  oll'spring  of  a  rash  spirit  of  experiment,  nor 
have  they  been  made  without  evident  necessity."  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Managers,  October  -i'ld,  JS'28,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  consider  the  revised  Constitution  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment, submitted  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  after  due  deliberation,  it 
was 

Re»oU-ed,  That  the  t'on.^titutioii    as  modifiod  liy   the   Colonial  Afrnl,  Mr.  Asb- 
uiuu.  a?  iioiT  ill  opi-ratioii,  bu  hereby  ndopti'd. 
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PLAN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMKN T  FOU  TUK  COLONS  OF  LIBERIA. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  eflicieut  civil  Government, 
for  the  preservation  of  individual  and  political  rights  among  any 
people,  and  the  advancement  of  true  prosperity,  induces  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to 
adopt,  after  mature  consideration,  the  following  system  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  proper  regulation  of  public  atiairs  in  the  Colo- 
ny of  Liberia. 

Article  I.  The  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, resident  in  the  Colony,  possesses  within  the  same,  sovereign 
power,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution,  the  chartered  rights  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Board. 

Article  II.  All  male  colored  people,  who  have  subscribed 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  drawn  and  not  forfeit- 
ed lands  in  the  Colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  be  eli- 
gible to  the  civil  offices  of  the  Colony. 

Article  III.  The  Civil  Officers  of  the  Colony  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually:  and  the  polls  for  the  general  annual  election 
of  the  Colony,  shall  be  opened  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  August, 
and  continue  open  not  more  than  three,  nor  less  than  two  suc- 
cessive days,  in  the  dilferent  Settlements.  Elections  shall  be 
organized  by  the  Sheriff,  by  the  appointment  in  each  Settlement, 

id  President,  two  Judges,  and  two  Clerks. 

Article  IV.  The  Colonial  Officers  eligible  by  the  annual' 
suffrage  of  the  freeholders,  in  which  the  Agent  has  the  right  to 
interpose  his  negative,  assigning  to  the  voters  in  time  to  renew 
the  choice  at  the  same  election,  his  reason  for  such  interposition, 
are /or  the  Colony,  a  Vice-Agent,  two  Counsellors,  a  High  She- 
riff, a  Register,  and  a  Treasurer:  and  for  each  of  the  settlements 
consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  families,  two  Commissioners  ef 
Agriculture,  two  Commissioners  to  form  a  Board  of  Health,  and 
two  Censors. 

Article  V.  The  Vice-Agent  shall  be  admitted  to  the  coun- 
sels of  the  Agent  in  all  important  matters;  and  shall  express  an- 
opinion  on  all  questions  submitted  to  his  consideration.  He 
shall  aid  the  Agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties,  and" 
in  the  support  and  execution  of  the  laws;  and  in  the  event  of 
the  Agent's  absence,  or  sickness,  the  Vice-Agent  shall  become 
the  General  Superintendent  of  Public  Affairs. 

Article  VI.  The  Vice-Agent  with  two  Coimsellors,  shall 
constitute  a  council;  who  shall  meet  when  requested  by  the 
Agent,  to  deliberate  on  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  their  s^eciirity  and  advane<3ment. 

The  Vice-Agent  shall  also  advise  with  the  other  inembers  of 
the  Council,  on  any  subjects  connected  with  the  general  wef- 
fare,  as  often  as  he  shall  think  it  proper;  and  report  the  reemlt 
to  the  Agent  if  proper,  or  act  upon  the  same,  in  case  of  his  ab- 
sence. 
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Artk  i.K  \  11.  The  duty  ol"  the  (Counsellors  shall  be,  to  aid 
the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent,  with  their  advice  and  counsel,  on 
subjects  relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony,  whenever 
thereto  recjuested  by  either. 

Article  VIII.  The  High  SheritF  shall,  either  by  himself  or 
liis  deputies,  aid  in  the  organization  of  elections,  act  as  Marshal 
for  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  execute  all  processes,  judg- 
ments, and  commands  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  perform, 
generally,  the  services  required  of  the  same  OHicer,  by  the  com- 
mon laws  of  England  and  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  The  Secretary  of  the  Colony  shall  take  cliarge 
of,  and  carefully  keep  all  the  papers,  records,  and  archives  of 
the  Colony,  generally;  shall  attend  and  exactly  record  the  do- 
ings of  the  Agent  in  Council;  shall  publish  all  the  ordinances, 
and  legal  enactments  of  the  Government;  publish  Government 
notices;  issue  the  Agent's  orders,  civil,  military,  and  judicial,  to 
the  proper  functionaries;  deliver  a  fair  copy  of  government  pa- 
pers necessary  to  be  recorded,  to  the  Register  of  the  Colony; 
and  manage  its  internal  correspondence,  on  the  part  and  under 
the  directions  of  the  Agent. 

Article  X.  The  Register  shall  record  all  documents  and 
instruments  relating  to  the  security  and  title  of  public  or  indi- 
vidual property;  Government  grants,  patents,  licences,  contracts 
and  commissions,  and  all  other  papers  which  are  properly  a  mat- 
ter of  recoid,  and  to  which  the  Government  of  the  Colony  shall 
be  a  party. 

Every  volume  of  records  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  Register,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  for  preserva- 
tion, among  the  archives  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XI.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  shall  receive 
and  safely  keep  all  tiie  monies,  and  public  securities  recjuired 
by  law,  or  the  judgment  of  courts,  to  be  deposited  in  the  pub'" 
Treasury,  and  shall  deliver  up,  and  pay  over  the  same,  only  by 
a  re(juisition  signed  by  the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent  of  the  Colony; 
to  whom  he  shall  render  a  statement  of  the  public  finances  on 
the  Monday  preceding  the  annual  election  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XII.  The  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  shall  re- 
port, and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

The  Commissioners  composing  the  l^oard  of  Health,  shall  re- 
port, and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  health  of  the  Colony;  shall  ascertain  the  proper 
objects  of  medical  attention;  report  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the 
public  health,  direct  their  removal;  and  make  themselves  gene- 
rally active  in  diminishing  the  sufferings  and  dangers  of  the  set- 
tlers caused  by  sickness. 

Each  of  these  Committees  sliall  record,  for  the  future  use  of 
the  Colony,  all  important  observations  and  facts  relating  to  the 
s'lhji^ets  iif  their  tharii-j'. 
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Article  XIII.  The  two  Censors  shall  act  as  conservators  of 
ihe  public  morals,  and  promoters  of  the  public  industry;  and  be 
obliged  to  all  the  duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  legal  powers, 
on  whatever  relates  to  the  public  morals  and  industry,  which  are 
lawfully  required  of,  and  possessed  by  grand  jurors,  in  such  patts 
of  the  United  States  as  recognize  such  auxiliaries  to  their  ma- 
gistracy. 

It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  these  otficers  to  ascertain  in 
what  way  every  person,  in  their  proper  districts,  acquires  a 
livelihood;  to  report  or  present  idlers;  detect  vicious  or  suspect- 
ed practices;  and  present  for  legal  investigation  and  cure,  every 
actual  or  probable  evil,  growing  out  of  the  immoralities,  either 
of  a  portion  of  the  community,  or  of  individuals. 

Article  XIV.  The  Judiciary  of  the  Colony  shall  consist 
of  the  Agent  and  a  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace, 
created  by  his  appointment.  The  Justices  shall  have  cognizance 
of  all  cases  affecting  the  peace,  and  of  all  criminal  cases  within  the 
definition  of  petit  larceny,  and  all  actions  of  debt  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars.  In  the  court  of  Monthly  Sessions,  whether  act- 
ing as  a  court  of  law,  or  a  court  of  equity,  the  Agent  or  Vice- 
Agent  shall  preside,  and  the  Justices  be  his  associates. 

The  court  of  Monthly  Sessions  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction 
in  all  actions  ofdelit,  in  which  the  amount  in  litigation  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars;  and  in  criminal  causes  above  the  degree 
of  petit  krceny;  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
causes  whatsoever. 

The  requisite  number  of  Constables  for  the  Colony  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent  annually. 

A  Clerk  and  a  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Court,  annually. 

An  Auctioneer,  who  shall  conduct  all  auction  sales  except 
thosv.  of  the  Sheriff  and  Constables,  in  pursuance  of  the  judg- 
neent  of  the  Courts  of  the  Colony,  shall  also  be  created  by  an- 
nual appointment  of  the  Agent. 

A  Store  Keeper,  Librarian,  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  in  mat- 
ters belonging  to  their  respective  functions,  as  officers  of  the 
Colony. 

Instructors  in  all  public  schools  having  the  sanction  of  a  pub- 
lic charter,  or  participating  in  any  degree  in  the  public  funds, 
shall  be  appointed  and  employed  by  the  regular  school  commit- 
tees of  the  Colony,  but  with  the  Agent's  approbation  and  con- 
currence. 

All  Ca&tom,  Port,  Infirmary,  Medical,  Guard  and  Police  offi- 
cers, not  appointed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, and  whose  services  are  required  and  defined  by  the  laws  of 
the  Colony,  together  with  the  public  Measurers,  Inspectors,  and 
Appraisers,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XV.     The  Militiaof  the  Colony,  shall  consist  whol- 
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Irofsurb  unifornuHl  X'oliinteer  Corps  as  iliaU  ubtaln  chaiU-is 
iiiiJer  tlic  Goveiuiueiit  of  llie  C'oIodv;  ol"  which  cliuiters,  the 
following;  shall  be  fundanu-ntal  articles: — 

1st.  That  the  Corps  shall  always  coui])ly  with  any  requisi- 
tions for  their  services,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  made  by  the 
executive  Government  oi"  the   Colony. 

*2nd.  That  the  Corps  shall  ever  preserve  and  hold  them- 
selves and  their  arms  and  equipments  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
actual  service,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

3rd.     That  the  Oll'icers  be  commissioned  by  the   Agent:  and 

-Ithly.  That  they  shall  muster,  parade,  and  serve  in  the  line 
of  the  Colony,  under  general  Officers,  when  thereto  required 
by  the   executive    (Government, 

General  otlicers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent;  and  wlieii 
especial  reasons  do  not  forbid,  shall  be  taken  from  the  Oflicers 
of  the  several  Corps,  and  promoted  according  to  rank,  and  the 
senioritv  of   their   commissions. 

All  riilitary  Olhcers  and  delinquencies,  shall  be  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial,  to  be  composed,  except  the  officers  and 
Guards  of  the  Court,  of  Commissioned  Officers;  and  to  sit  (juar- 
lerly.  A  correct  copy. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

[For  adipcstofthe  Laws  of  the  Colony,  see  the  Appendix  of  the  Twelfth  Re- 
port, page  38.] 


(     B.     ) 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  fur  the  removal  of  the  People  of 

Color. 
To  the  Honorable 

the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

The  Board  of  jNIanagers  appointed  in  pursuance  of  "An  act 
relaiing  to  the  people  of  colour  of  this  State,"  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  Report  of  their  proceedings. 

The  members  of  the  Board  received  their  appointment  in 
April  last,  and  immediately  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them.  Having  all  been  engaged  in  promoting 
the  views  and  aiding  the  exertions  of  the  Colonization  Society, 
they  were  enabled  by  their  past  experience,  to  adopt  at  once, 
sucii  raeasuves  as  they  believed  would  lead  to  the  more  elTcctual 
fulfilment  of  the  responsible  trust  committed  to  them  by  the 
General  .'  sscrnbly. 

It  was  evlijcnt  to  the  Board,  that,  without  the  active  co-ope- 
ratiou  of  ti:e:r  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  State,  their  labours 
would  be  of  liule  avail.  The  free  people  of  colour  were  very 
imperfectly  inforr-^-ec!  as  to  the  nature  of  the  privileges  oflered 
by  the  Legislature,  to  those  who  wished  to  leave  the  State:  and 
the  Board  could  onlv  communicate  advantageously  with  them, 
through  the  medium  of  those  citizens  in  their  respective  vicini- 
ties, who  could  be  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the  subject. — 
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The  Agent  of  the  Board  could  not  seek  out  the  individual  mein 
bers  of  a  class  of  population  scattered  throughout  the  State;  nor 
could  his  representations  to  those  whom  he  might  visit,  have 
much  weight  with  them,  unless  he  were  sustained  by  the  in- 
lluence  of  those  in  whom  the  coloured  population  might  have 
that  confidence  which  would  be  derived  from  a  knowledge  of 
them,  and  a  conviction  of  the  benevolence  of  their  motives. 

To  accomplish,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  the  objects  of 
the  Board,  they  prepared,  and  caused  to  be  published,  two  pam- 
phlets, one  of  which  was  designed  for  circulation  among  the 
citizens  of  the  State,  and  the  other  among  the  coloured  popula- 
tion. These  were  freely  distributed  throughout  the  State,  and 
were  productive,  as  the  Board  have  reason  to  believe,  of  very 
beneficial  efl'ects.  They  also  entered  into  correspondence  with 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  to  whose 
active  and  zealous  exertions  they  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 
much  indebted.  Copies  of  the  publications  made  by  the  Board, 
are  respectfully  submitted  with  this  Report,  as  also  are  copies  of 
pamphlets,  published  by  Matthew  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  of 
which  a  number  were  purchased,  and  a  limited  circulation  giv- 
en them  by  the  Board. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Board,  they  found  it  neces- 
sary to  appoint  an  Agent  to  visit  the  different  counties  in  suc- 
cession; and  they  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Finley;  a  gentleman  of  ardent  zeal,  and  distinguished 
abilities,  who  had  gained  much  experience  on  the  subject,  du- 
ring his  previous  efficient  exertions  as  an  Agent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society.  Mr.  Finley  visited  many  parts  of 
the  State,  and  Jiis  services  were  of  the  greatest  value;  but  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  State  in  August  last,  in  order  to  at- 
tend to  his  private  affairs.  The  Board  then  appointed  as  their 
Agent,  the  Rev.  \Vm.  McKenney,  a  gentleman  who  had  also 
acted  as  an  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  The 
late  period  of  the  year  at  which  Mr.  McKenney  was  appointed, 
rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to  visit  more  than  one  section 
of  the  State;  and  his  exertions  were  therefore  confined  to  the 
Eastern  Shore,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  In  the  opinion  which 
the  Board  had  entertained  of  his  zeal  and  talents,  they  found 
themselves  amply  justified  by  the  results  of  his  labours.  The 
interest  which  had  been  previously  excited,  was  confirmed  and 
increased;  and  the  Board  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  and  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour,  is 
now  looked  upon  in  Maryland,  as  one  of  the  most  important  to 
her  future  prosperity  and  welfare,  which  can  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  her  citizens. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  who  have  removed  from  the 
State  at  the  charge  of  the  Board,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
live  (175);  of  whom  tsventy-nine  (-29)  emigrated  to  the  Island 
of  Hayti;   and  one   hundred  and  forty-six  (146)  to  Liberia,  in 
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Africa:  of  iho  latter,  twenty  (-20)  were  manumitted  for  the  pur- 
pobf  of  tbcir  emigrating.  The  emigrants  to  Liberia  were  taken 
by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  are  to  be  maintain- 
ed by  them  after  their  arrival,  until  they  are  settkd  in  the  Col- 
ony, for  a  certain  sum  paid  by  the  Board  for  each  individual. — 
Tliey  were  provided  with  all  necessary  comforts,  and  with  the 
means  of  establishint;  themselves  most  advantageously  in  their 
new  abode;  and  if  the  accounts  which  sliall  be  received  from 
them,  are  of  such  a  nature  a.s  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
they  will  be,  there  are  a  large  number  of  coloured  persons  in 
ditVerent  quarters  of  the  .State,  who  have  expressed  their  deter- 
mination of  following  them  during  the  ensuing  year.  Alany 
more,  indeed,  it  is  believed,  would  have  emigrated  this  year, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  which  visit- 
ed the  State,  just  about  the  period  at  which  the  Board  had  de- 
termined to  despatch  the  first  expedition.  The  exertions  of  the 
Board  were  of  course  paralyzed  by  the  fear  of  the  general  spread- 
ing of  this  fatal  disease,  as  it  was  considered  imprudent  to  take 
any  steps  for  the  collecting  together  of  numbers  of  persons;  and 
the  Board  had  at  one  time,  abandoned  the  idea  of  sending  out 
any  emigrants  this  year.  The  returning  health,  however,  with 
w  hich  the  state  was  blessed;  and  the  anxiety  of  many  of  the 
emigrants  not  to  postpone  their  departure,  induced  the  Board  to 
change  their  plan;  and  the  tine  Ship  La  Fayette  accordingly 
sailed  from  Baltimore  w  ith  the  emigrants  for  Liberia,  on  the 
ninth  of  December.  In  anticipation  of  a  much  larger  emigra- 
tion next  year,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  immediate 
erection  in  Liberia,  of  suitable  buildings  for  receptacles,  for  the 
accommodation  of  emigrants  on  their  arrival.         , 

The  lioard  cannot  in  justice  omit  to  say,  that  in  fitting  out 
the  exjiedition  for  Liberia,  as  well  as  in  all  the  previous  meas- 
ures they  had  adopted,  they  received  important  and  t  fficieiit 
assistance  from  the  Boaid  of  Managers  of  the  ^Liryland  .State 
Colonization  Society.  This  Body,  and  its  various  Auxiliary 
Societies  in  the  counties,  have  been  actively  engaged  in  promo- 
tingtlie  scheme  of  colonization;  and  it  is  owing,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, to  their  exertions,  that  the  Board  were  finally  enabled  to 
despatch  a  vessel  this  year  for  Liberia,  with  emigrants  so  abun- 
dantly provided  w  ith  the  means  of  attaining  that  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  tlu'v  nave  such  just  cause  to  aspire.  The  num- 
ber of  manumissions  reported  to  the  Board  by  the  Registers  of 
Wills,  and  Clerks  of  the  different  County  Courts,  is  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  (i'>-i);  of  which,  however,  many  are  pros- 
pective; u  ith  regard  to  those  whose  manumissions  have  already 
taken  elfect,  the  IJoard  have  taken  all  the  means  in  their  power 
to  fulfil  their  dnt}  towards  them,  in  such  manner  as  appeared 
to  them  consonant  with  the  benevolent  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  (ieneral  Assembly. 

The  Board  have  received  returns,  with  lists  of  the  free  people 
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of  colour  residing  in  lliu  townlies  resptctively,  from  the  Slierifls 
of  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
Prince  Georges,  Baltimore,  Harford  and  Worcester  counties, 
from   which  none  have  been  received. 

The  amount  drawn  by  the  Board  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
State,  during  the  year,  is  eight  thousand  dollars  ($6000);  and 
a  full  account  of  the  disbursements  of  so  much  thereof  as  has 
been  expended,  is  herewith  respectfully  subuntled.  The  vouch- 
ers for  such  expenditures,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board,  and  all  their  other  books  and  papers,  they 
hold  subject  to  such  examination  as  your  honourable  body  may 
be  pleased  to  direct:  and  they  would  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
refer  to  the  same,  for  all  such  further  details  of  their  acts  and 
proceedings  as  may  be  required,  and  which  they  may  have  err- 
ed in  judging  it  unnecessary  to  introduce  into  this  Report. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  amount 
expended  by  the  Board,  has  been  for  objects  of  which  the  ben- 
efit is  expected  to  be  of  a  permanent  character;  and  the  expenses 
of  the  Board,  in  many  items,  would  not  have  increased,  had  a 
much  larger  emigration  taken  place.  The  reasons  which  pre- 
vented this,  have  been  before  alluded  to;  but  so  much  informa- 
tion has  now  been  ditlused  among  the  Iree  coloured  population; 
and  such  is  the  spirit  prevfiiliug  amongst  many  of  them,  that  it 
is  believed  that  numbers  will  gladly  avail  themselves,  during 
the  ensuing  year,  of  the  privileges  offered  them,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope,  that  the  great  and  philanthropic  enterprise 
in  which  the  State  of  Maryland  has  embarked,  will  be  crownetl 
with  complete  success.  Respectfully  submitted, 

MOSES  SHEPHARD, 
CHARLES  HOWARD, 
CHARLES  C.  HARPER. 
Dalliinurc,  December  '24,  i63'2. 


(    c.    ) 

PUIJLIC  LAKBS. 

Early  in  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Hon.  Henry 
Clay  introduced  a  Bill  into  the  Senate,  providing  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Public  I^ands  (for  a  lim-- 
ited  time),  among  the  several  States;  to  be  applied  by  these" 
States,  according  to  their  discretion,  to  three  great  objects;  Edu- 
cation, Internal  Improvement,  and  the  Colonization  of  Free 
Persons  of  Colour.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  Bill  as  it 
passed  the  Senate,  January  -lo,  I6-J"2. 

An  Act  to  appropriate,  for  a  IhnUcd  I'niw,  llic  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  Puhlir  Lands  of  the  I'nitcd  States,  and  for  grant- 
ing- land  to  certain  Slatfi. 

He  it  fnttrtid  hy  llic  Snii/tr  anil  /louse  of  ntpnarnlolivis  of  t lie  (tiiird  Stnttf 
Hf  America  in  ('on^resx  uaaeinliUil,  'I'lial  from  and  aft<-r  tli<'  liiii ty-t'irst  day  of  I)«- 
r'/mbrr,  in  tlie  yvar  of  our  I-urd  one  thoii?and  cifrht  liundri-d  and  thirty-two, 
there  b«  allowed    and  paid    to    cacli  of  the  Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,   Illinois,  Ala- 
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k«(ua,  .Miisouri,  Miiiiiisipjii,  auj  Louisiana,  ovor  and  above  what  cacli  cf  tiut 
<at(l  S«tatoa  i>  ciilitK-tl  to  by  tbo  term*  of  tbc  cuiii|iuclii  cnti-icd  iiitu  betwueo 
theui,  rci|>oi-tivrl\  ,  upuii  tbi-ir  adiuis.iioii  into  tbc  L'liioii,  and  tbi-  United  JStutos, 
the  tuai  of  twelve  and  a  ball'  per  centnni  upon  tbe  nett  amount  of  tbe  :<ale:i  uf  tbc 
public  lands,  wbicb,  ^ub^e^luent  to  tbe  day  aforesaid,  ^hall  be  made  witbin  the 
several  liiuits  of  tbe  ^aid  States;  wbicb  said  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum 
shall  be  applied  to  ionte  object  or  objects  of  internal  improvement,  or  education, 
within  tbe  said  States,  under  tbe  direction  of  their  respective  Legi^latures:  pro- 
viJfJ,  that  said  dividend  and  di>;ributiun,  or  tbe  proportion  of  any  Stale  therein, 
liball  be  in  no  wise  allected  or  diminished  on  account  of  any  sums  which  have 
been  heretofore,  or  shall  bf  hereafter,  applied  to  tbe  construction  or  continuance 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  but  that  the  >ame  shall  remain  as  heretofore,  chargeable 
on  the  two  per  centum  fund  provided  for  L)    tin    compact-,  with  the  new  Sliites. 

Sec.  '2.  Ainl  U  it/urUur  inacttd,  That,  after  deductiii"^  tbe  said  twelve  and  a 
half  per  centum,  and  what,  by  tbe  coiii|)acts  aforesaid,  has  heretofore  been  allow- 
ed to  the  States  aforesaid,  tbe  residue  of  the  nett  jiroceeds  of  all  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  situated,  which  shall  be  sold  subsequent  to  the 
laid  thirty-lirst  day  of  December,  shall  be  divided  among  the  twenty-four  States 
of  the  Union,  according  to  their  resjiective  federal  representative  jiopulation,  a* 
ascertained  by  tbe  last  census,  to  be  applied  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  said  Stales 
to  suchcbjccis  of  education,  internal  iiiiprovcment,  colonization  of  free  persons  of 
colour,  or  reimbursement  of  any  exisline  debt  contracted  for  internal  iniprove- 
nieiits,  as  the  said  Legislatures  may  severally  designate  and  authorize:  providld, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  future  appli- 
cations for  a  reduction  of  the  jirice  of  the  ])ublic  lands,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  appli- 
cations for  a  transfer  of  the  public  lands,  on  reasonable  terms,  to  the  Slates  with- 
in which  they  lie,  not  to  impair  the  power  of  Congress  to  make  such  future  dis- 
position of  the  |iublic  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  it  may  see  fit. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  furllm-  enacted.  That  the  said  several  sums  of  money  shall 
be  j)aid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  half  yearly,  to  such  per.^oii  or  per- 
sons as  the  respective  Legislatures    of  tbe  said    States   may  authorize  and  direct. 

Sec.  -1.  And  be  it  further  etuictcd,  That  this  Act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  tbe  said  tbirt_v-first  day  of  December,  unless  the 
United  States  shall  become  involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power;  in  which 
event,  from  tbe  commencement  of  hostilities,  this  Act  shall  cease,  and  be  no  long- 
er in  force:  prorided,  nevertltilii's,  That  if,  prior  to  (be  expiration  of  this  Act,  any 
new  State  or  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  power  is  reserved  cf 
assigning,  by  law,  to  such  new  State  or  States,  tbe  prnportion  to  which  such  Slate 
or  States  may  be  entitled,  upon  tlu-  principles  of  this  Act,  and  upon  the  princijiles 
of  any  of  the  compacts  made  as  aforesaid  with  either  of  the  seven  States  lirst 
mcntioued. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  /urtlier  enacted,  That,  during  the  period  in  which  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tbe  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  tbe  provisions  of  this  Act,  there  shall  be  annually  appropria- 
ted for  completini  the  surveys  of  said  lands,  a  sum  not  less  than  eighty  thousand 
dollars;  and  the  minimum  price  at  wbicb  tbe  public  lands  are  now  sold  at  privafw 
sale,  shall  not  be  increased;  and  in  ca>e  tbe  same  shall  be  increased,  by  law,  with- 
in tbe  period  aforesaid,  so  much  of  this  Act  as  provides  that  tbe  nett  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several  Slates,  shall, 
from  and  after  tbe  increase  of  tbe  minimum  price  thereof,  cease  and  become  utter- 
ly null  and  of  no  effect,  any  thing  in  ibis  .\ct  to  tbe  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  6.  ,-l;irf  be  it  further  enact':d,  'I'bat  whenever,  for  two  successive  years,  it 
.^hall  appear  to  the  Secretary  of  the  T''ea>ury,  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  within  any  land  district  now  established,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  establisbeii,  by  law,  shall  not  be  suliicient  to  discliarge  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  employed  by  the  I'nited  Slates  within  such  district,  he  may  discontinue 
suchollicers,  and  the  lands  ontained  in  such  district  remaining  unsold,  shall,  in 
such  case,    be  annext'd  to  the    adjoinin'.r  district. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted. 'Vhil  th-re  shall  b.- granted  to  each  of  the 
States  of  Mi>.issippi,  Lonisiaiia,  and  Mi-sonri,  the  (iiiantity  of  I'^ve  liiindred  lliru- 
«and  acres  of  laud;  to  tbe  State  of  Indiana,  one  hundred  and  (ifleen  thousand  two- 
hundred  and  *eventy-two  acres;  to  tb.-  State  of  Illinois,  twenty  thousand  acres; 
and  to  the  State  o(  Alabama,  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  lyiug  within  the 
limits  of  said  States,  rcspectivolv;  to  be  select«-d  in  such  manner  as  the  Legisla- 
tures Iherecf  shall  direct,  and  located  in  jiarcels,  cdnformably  to  sectional  divi- 
-loiiv  and  subdivi-ions,  of  not  le-s  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  any  one 
location  on  any  public  land  subject  to  entry  at  (irivate  sale;  which  said  location;* 
may  be  made  at  any  time  within  five  years  after  the  lands  of  the  Unite  d  States 
in  said  States,  respectively,  shall  have  been  furvc)  cd,  and  offered  at  public  sala 
according  to  existing  lawj'. 
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S£C.  8.  And  be  it  further  snacled.  That  the  lands  herein  granted  to  the  States 
above  named,  shall  not  be  disposed  of  at  a  price  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
live  cents  ])er  acre,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law;  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  said  lands  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improvement 
within  the  States  aforesaid,  respectively;  namely:  roads,  bridges,  canals,  and  im- 
provement of  water  courses,  and  draining  swamps;  and  such  roads,  canals,  bridges, 
and  water  courses,  when  made  or  improved,  shall  be  free  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States'  mail,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  passage  of  their 
troops,  without  the  payment  of  any  toll  whatever. 


STATEMENT  shoivin^  the  dividend  of  each  State   (according 
to  its  federal  population)  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  af- 
ter deducting  therefrom  fifteen  per  cent,   as  an  additional  divi- 
dend for  the  States  in  lohich  the  public  land  is  situated. 
Estimated  proceeds  of  lands  $3,000,000;  deduct   15  per  cent., 

$450,000,  and  $-2,550,000  remains  to  be  divided  among  all  the 

States  according  to  their  population. 


States. 

Federal  population 

Share  in  proceeds   of 

1830. 

public  lands. 

Maine, 

399,437 

$85,387  48 

xVew  Hampshire, 

269,3:26 

57,573  71 

Massachusetts, 

610,408 

130,487  59 

Vermont, 

280,657 

59,995  93 

Rhode  Island, 

97,194 

20,777  12 

Connecticut, 

297,665 

63,631  72 

New  York, 

1,918,553 

410,128  29 

New  Jersey, 

319,922 

68,389  59 

Pennsylvania, 

1,348,072 

288,176  64 

Delaware, 

75,432 

15,202  93 

Maryland, 

405,843 

86,756  89 

Virginia, 

1,023,503 

218,793  82 

North  Carolina, 

639,747 

136,758  45 

South  Carolina, 

455,025 

97,270  51 

Georgia, 

429,811 

91,880  52 

Alabama, 

262,508 

56,116  22 

Mississippi, 

110,358 

23,591  19 

Louisiana, 

171,694 

36,702  95 

Tennessee, 

625,263 

133,662  21 

Kentucky, 

621,632 

132,928  77 

Ohio, 

935,884 

200,063  54 

Indiana, 

343,031 

73,329  59 

Illinois, 

157,147 

33,593  25 

Missouri, 

130,419 

27,879  68 

11,928,731 

•10 


(    I).    ) 

VVii/ii^'i  uhicli  ahuuld  bt  done  to  (ltd  lite  i.'ause. 

A  State  Coloiiiztitiuii  Suciitii  shonlil hf  formed  in  each  State  of 
the  Union.     There  are  now  seventeen  Slate  Societies. 

It  is  vastly  important  tliat  each  State  Society  should  inflnence 
our  fellow-citi/ens  to  establisli  an  Auxiliary  Societij  in  every  coun- 
ty or  town  of  the  Union. 

Let  every  Clergyman  preach  at  least  once  a  year  on  the  subject. 

Let  all  the  churches  of  every  denomination  in  the  United  Slates, 
take  up  collictiona  annually  for  titc  Society,  on  or  about  the  Fourth 
of  July. 

Let  meetinos  ot  the  citizens  be  held  in  every  county,  or  town 
in  the  United  States,  and  memorials  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the 
Society,  be  sent  in  by  them  to  tlieir  State  Legislatures,  and  to 
Congress. 

Let  the  Ladies  every  where  form  associations  to  assist  the  object. 

Let  every  Editor  publish  something  in  its  fatwur  weehly,  and  send 
his  paper  in  excham^e  to  the  African  Repository,  Washington  City. 

Let  the  Friends  of  the  cause,  make  such  arrangements,  as  may 
give  an  opportunitv  to  even/  individual  in  the  country,  of  making 
annually,  a  contribution,  if  it  be  but  of  a  single  cent   to  promote  it. 

Finally,  Let  every  man  feel  it  to  be  a  personal  duty  to  give  his 
countenance  and  support  to  the  cause;  let  him  realize  its  great- 
ness, its  practicability  and  glory, — and  the  work  will  soon  be  done. 


N.  H. — Anxious  to  bring  this  Report  within  a  small  compass, 
and  give  it  a  speedy  circulation,  we  omit  the  list  of  Life  Mem- 
bers, and  of  Auxiliary  Societies.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
from  our  friends,  information  ^^  liich  will  enable  us  to  present, 
the  next  year,  a  full  and  accurate   statement  in   regard  to  both. 
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